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Biography. 


THE LIFE OF DR. SAMUEL FINLEY. 


R. Samuel Finley was born in the year 1715, in the 
county of Armagh in Ireland, and was one of feven 
fons, who were all efteemed pious: his parents poflefled the 
fame character. They gave him fuch an education as their 
circumftances permitted, and, in a country fchool at fome dif- 
tance from home, he was early diftinguifhed for clofe applica- 
tion to, and uncommon proficiency in his ftudies. He left his 
mative country when he had attained only his 1gth year, and 
arrived in Philadelphia on the 28th of September, 1734. It 
had pleafed God to awaken and convert him very early in life, 
and by many and various difpenfations of his providence to 
prepare him for thofe important ftations which he afterwards 
filled. He firft heard a fermon when he was fix years old ; 
and not long before his death was heard to fay, that he well 
remembered the text, and that from the day on which he 
heard the fermon, he conceived ftrong defires to be a minifter ; 
and accordingly, almoft as foon as he was capable of forming 
any refolutions refpecting himfelf, he determined to devote 
himfelf to the fervice of the fanétuary. With this view he 
{pent feveral years after his arrival in America in completing 
his Rudies, during which he was particularly attentive to 
theology. 

After a due courfe of prefbyterial trials, he was licenfed on 
the 5th of Auguft, 1740, to preach the gofpel, and was or- 
dained on the 13th of Odtober, 1742, by the Rev. Prefbytery 
No. 7. Vol. IV. GC eé of 
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24 Life of Dr. Finley. [ Dec. 
of New Brunfwick. The firft part of his miniftry was employ- 
ed in long and fatiguing itinerations; and the records of fev- 
eral of the churches which he vifited, contain honourable me- 
morials of his diligence, fidelity and fuccefs. A little before 
this time a remarkable revival of religion had commenced, 
which {till continued’: -in this Mr. Finley was a coadjutor with 
Meilrs. Tennent, Whitefield and others, and his labours were 
remarkably blefled at Deerfield, Greenwich, and Cape May, in 
New Jerfey. He preached likewile to great acceptance for 
{ix months, as a ftated fupply to a congregation in Philadel- 
phia, of which Mr. Gilbert Tennent afterwards had the patftor- 
al charge. In June, 1744, he accepted a call to Nottingham, 
in Maryland, on the border of Pennfylvania, where he continu 
ed near feventeen years, faithfully difcharging the duties of his 
facred office, and had the pleafure to fee the work of the Lord 
profpering in his hands. During his refidence at Nottingham 
he inftituted an Academy, which acquired great reputation, 
and attraéed fludents even from diflant parts. Mr. Finley 
was jultly famed as a fcholar, and eminently qualified as a 
teacher.* Under his inftruction many, very many youths re- 
ceived the rudiments. of an education, and correé& moral fenti- 
ments, which have fince placed them amongft the moft ufeful 
znd ornamental members of fociety. 

Upon the death of Prefident Davies, the Trulftees of the 
College of New Jerfey elected Mr. Finley as his fucceffor in that 
important office. Great were the ftruggles of his mind on 
this occafion. His love to his people, and theirs to him, were 
of the moft tender kind, having long been nourifhed by the 
affectionate afliduities of uninterrupted friendfhip; but a 
profpec&t of more extenfive ufefulnefs, and in that way in 
which Providence had already fo remarkably fucceeded his 
labours, inclined him co think it his duty to remove: he there- 
fore accepted the invitation given him by the Truftees, and 
removed to Princeton in July, 1761. Upon this event the 
hopes of the well wifhers so the College revived, and the 
clouds which had fo long hung over that nurfery of religion 
and learning began to be diflipated. Raifed expectations were 
formed by Mr. Finley’s friends, and they were not difappoint- 
ed. Under his care the College flourifhed and acquired 
additional reputation, and his own fame became much more 
extenfive : he was known in various parts of Europe, and cor- 
refponded with many eminent men there: among them was 
Dr. Samuel Chandler, of London, who in all his letters evin- 
ced the molt fincere eflteem for this his diftant friend. Such 

was 

* He possessed great knowledge of the human heart, and although 
strict as a discipligarian, he never failed to secure the love of his 
pupils. 
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was the opinion his friends in Scotland entertained of him as a 
divine, and a fcholar, that, without his knowledge, they 
py oeveed for him the degree of Door in Divinity, trom the 
Univerfity of Glafgow: he received his Diploma in 1763. 

Unremitted attention to the duties of his {lation very fenfibly 
affected Dr. Finley’s health, and produced a fixed obitruction 
in his liver, which put a period to his life on the 17th of July, 
1766, in the 51it year of his age, at Philadelphia, whither he 
had gone for medical afliftance. 

He was twice married. His firft wife was Mifs Sarah Hall, 
a lady of an amiable charaéter, who was truly an help mect 
for him; by her he had eight children, of whom one only is 
now living. She died in the year 1760, and in 1961 Dr. 
Finley married Mifs Ann Clarkfon, a daughter of Mr. Matthew 
Clarkfon {formerly an eminent merchant in the city of New 
York) and a lineal defcendant from David Clarkion, B. D. 
who was ejected for non-conformity, in England, in 1671. 
This lady ttill furvives. 

Asa divine Dr. Finley was in fentiment a Calvinift. He 
was a {cribe inftru@ed unte the kingdom of heaven. His 
fermons were not hafty productions, but filled with folid good 
fenfe and well digetted fentiment, expreffed in a ftyle pleating 
to the man of fcience, yet perfely intelligible by the more 
illiterate: they were. calculated to inform the ignorant, te 


alarm the carelefs and fecure, to comfort and edify the faint, 


and to make the finner in Zion tremble. 

As a man he was remarkable for uncommon {weetnefs of 
temper and polite behaviour; given to hofpitality, charitable 
without oftentation, diligent in the performance of the relative 
duties of life, and in all things fhewing himfelf a pattern of 
good works. 


When the Dr. firft applied to the phyficians in Philadelphia, 


che had no apprehenfion that his diflolution was fo near as it 


afterwards appeared: for he obferved to his friends; ‘if my 
work is done, [am ready. 1 do not defire to live a day longer 
than I can work for God; but 1 cannot think this is the cafe 
as yet: God has much for me to do before I depart hence,’ . 
About a month before he died, his phyficians informed 
him that his difeafe appeared to them incurable: upon which 
he expreffed entire refignation to the Divine will, and from 
that time till his death was employed in fetting his houfe in 
order. On being told by one of his phyficians that according 
to prefent appearances he could live but a few days longer, he 
lifted up his eyes, and exclaimed, ‘ then welcome Lord Jefus.’ 
On the Sabbath preceding his death, his brother-in-law, Dr. 
Clarkfon, (one of his phyficians) told him that he perceived 
a vilible alteration, from which he apprehended his death was 
ar 
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athand. ‘Then,’ faid he, ‘may the Lord bring me near him- 
felf. I have been waiting with a Canaan hunger for the 
promifed land. I have often wondered that God fuffered me 
to live, 1 have more wondered that ever he called me to bea 
minifter of his word. He has often afforded me much ftrength, 
which though I have abufed, he has returned in mercy. O 
faithful are the promifes of God! O that I could fee him as I 
have feen him heretofore in his fanctuary ! Although I have 
earneitly defired death, as the hireling pants for the evening 
fhade, yet will I wait all the days of my appointed time. I 
have often fruggled with principalities and powers, and have 
been brought almoft to defpair. Lord, let it fuffice.? Here 
he fat up, and clofed his eyes, and prayed fervently that God 
would fhew him his glory before he fhould depart hence :— 
that he would enable him to endure patiently to the end, and 
particularly, that he might be kept from difhonouring the 
minifiry, Then he refumed his difcourfe, and {poke as follows : 
‘1 can truly fay, that 1 have loved thefervice of God. I know 
not in what language to fpeak of my own unworthinefs. J 
have been undutiful. I have honeftly endeavoured to act for 
God, but with much weaknefs and corruption.? Here he lay 
down and continued to fpeak in broken fentences, as follows, 
‘A Chriftian’s death is the beft part of his exiftence. The 
Lord has made provifion for the whole way ; provifion for 
the foul, and provifion for the body. O that I could recol- 
leé& Sabbath bleflings. The Lord hath given me many fouls 
as crowns of my rejoicing. Blefled be God, eternal reft is at 
hand. Eternity is but long enough to enjoy my God. This, 
this has animrated me in my fevereft ftudies; I was afhamed to 
take reft here. Othat I could be filled with the fulnefs of 
God! That fulnefs which fills heaven !’—Being afked if it 
were in his choice whether to live or die, which he would 
choofe : he replied, ‘to die; though I cannot but fay, I feel 
the fame ftrait that St. Paul did, that he knew not which to 
choofe ; for me to live is Chrift, but to die is great gain: but 
fhould God by a miracle prolong my life, I will ftill continue 
to ferve him. His fervice has ever been fweet to me. I have 
loved it much. I have tried my mafter’s yoke, and will never 
fhrink my neck from it. His yoke is eafy, and his burden 
light.” He then put his hand to his mouth, and pulling out a 
Joofe tooth, faid, * here is one of the pillars of the tabernacle ; 
the whole frame will foon fall to pieces.” *You are more 
cheerful and vigorous, Sir,’ faid one of the company ; ‘ Yes,’ 
he replied, ‘I rife or fall, as eternal reft feems nearer or farther 
off.’ It being obferved to him, that he always ufed the expref- 
fion, ‘dear Lord,’ in his prayers, he anfwered, ‘O ! he is very 
dear—very precious indeed !—How pretty itis for a minifter 
o . ta 
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to die on the Sabbath ! I expe to fpend the remaining part of 
this Sabbath in heaven.’ One of the company faid to him, 
+ You will: foon be joined to a bleffed fociety : you will forever 
hold converfe with Abraham, Jfaac and Facob, with the {pirits of 
the juit made perfect, with old friends, and many old fafhioned 
people.’ ‘ Yes Sir,’ he replied with a {mile, * but they area 
mott polite people now.’—He: expreffed great gratitude to 
friends around him, and faid, ‘may the Lord repay you for 
your tendernefs to me; may he bleis you abundantly, not on- 
ly with temporal, but with {piritual bleflings.’? Turning to his 
wite, he faid, I expect, my dear, to fee you fhortly in glory,’ 
Then, addrefling himfelf to the whole company, he faid, ‘ O 
that each of you may experience what, blefled be God, I do, 
when you come to die; may you have the pleafure in a dying 
hour, that with faith and patience, zeal and fincerity, you 
have endeavoured to ferve the Lord ; that.each of you may be 
imprefiled, as I have been, with God’s word; looking upon 
it as {ub{tantial, and not only fearing, but being unwilling to 
offend againft it.? Upon feeing a member of the fecond 
Prefbyterian chureh in Philadelphia, he faid, ‘I have often 
preached and prayed among you, my dear Sir, and the doce- 
trines I preached to you are now my fupport; and, blefled be 
God, they are without a flaw. May the Lord blefs and pre- 
ferve your church; he defigns good for it yet, I truft.? To 
a perfon from Princeton, he faid, ‘ Gtve my love to the peo- 
ple at Princeton, and tell them that I am goitig to die, and 
that I am not afraid to die.+-He would fometimes cry out, 
‘The Lord Jefus take care of his caufe in the world !’ 

Upon awaking the next morning, he exclaimed, ‘O! what 
a didappomtment I have met with !—I expected this morning 
to have been in heaven !’—Great weaknefs prevented his 
{peaking much this day, but what he did fay was. the lan- 

uage of triumph. 

On the following morning, with a pleafing fmile on his 
countenance, and with a {trong voice, he cried out, ‘O | 
fhall triumph over every foe! ‘The Lord hath given me the 
victory! Lexult! I triumph! O that I could fee untainted 
purity ! Now I know that it is impoffible that faith fhould not 
triumph. over earth: and hell: I think I have nothing to do 
but to die! yet, perhaps®L have :—Lord flew me my tafk 
After expreffing fome fears leit he’did not endeavour to pre- 
ferve hisremaining life throngh eagernefs to depart, and being 
told that he did nothing ince .fftent with felf prefervation, he 
faid, ‘ Lord Jefus, into thy hands I commend my fpirit; I 
do at with confidence; 3 do it with full aflurance. I know 
thou wilt keep that which I have committed to thee. I have 
been dreaming too falt of the time of my departure, for I 
| find 
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find it does not come: but’ the Lord is faithful, and will not 
tarry beyond his appointed time,’ 

When one; who attended him, told him that his pulfe grew 
weaker, he cried ont, ‘that is well.’ 

In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. Spencer called to fee him, 
and told him, ‘I have come, dear Sir, to fee you confirm by 
facts, the gofpel you have been preaching; pray how do you 
feel” ‘To which he replied, ‘ full of triumph! I triumph 
through Chrift! Nothing clips my wings but the thoughts 
of my diffolution being prolonged. O that it were to night! 
My very foul thirfts for eternal reft.? Mr. Spencer afked him 
what he faw in eternity to excite fuch vehement defires in his 
foul ; he faid, ‘I fee the eternal love and goodneis of God :— 
I fee the fulnefs of the Mediator :—I fee the love of Jefus :— 
©! to be diflolved and be with him! I long to be clothed 
with the complete righteoufnefs of -Chri&.’ He then defired 
Mr. Spencer to pray with him before they parted, and told 
him,‘ I have gained the viétory over the devil; pray to God 
to preferve me‘from évil, to keep me from difhonouring his 
great name in this critical hour, and to fupport me with his 
— in my paflage through the valley of the fhadow of 

eath.’ 

He {pent the remaining part of the eveningin bidding. fare- 
wel to, and-bleffing his friends, and exhorting fuch of his chil- 
dren as were with him.—He would frequently cry out, ‘ why 
move the tardy hours fo flow ? 

The next day, July 16, terminated his conflict. His {peech 
failed him: although he made many efforts to fpéeak, he 
could feldom do it fo diftin@ly as to be underftood. A friend 
defired him to give fome token whereby his friends might 
know whether he ftill continued to triumph; whereupon he 
lifted up: his hand, and faid, ‘ Yes.’—-In the afternoon he 
{pake feveral fentences, but little could be collected from them 
Some of the laft words he fpake concerning himfelf were, “af- 
ter one or two engagements more, the conflid will be over.’ 
‘In the evening, about 9 o’clock, he fell into a-found fleép, and 
appeared to be much more freé from pain than he had been 
for many days before. He continued to fleep without chang- 
ing his pofition, till about one o'clock, when he expired without 
a figh or a groan. > , 

During his whole ficknefs, he was not heard to utter a re- 
pining word; and in all the farewels he bid_ his friends and 
relations, he was never feen to fhed a fingle tear, or exhibit 
any mark of forrow. 

He was interred in the fecond Prefbyterian:church in the 
city of Philadelphia, adjoining his once intimate friend, the 
Rev. Gilbert Tennent. The exceflive heat prevented his 

) being 
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being removed to Princeton, where the duft of his predeceffors 
lay, but many of the ftudents came from thence to pay the laft 
tribute of refpect to the remains of him, whom living, they ad- 
mired and loved. Eight of them carried the corpfe to the 
grave; and a fermon, fuited to the occafion, was preached by 
the Rev. Richard Treat, of Abingdon. 

A ‘Tomb Stone, with an Englifh infcription, covers his grave 
in Philadelphia ; and at Princeton, the Truftees of the college 
of New Jerfey have erected a Cenotaph to his memory, with an 
infcription in Latin. Affembly’s Mag. 








Religious Communications. 


ON RECONCILIATION TO GOD. 
( Continued from p. 214.) 


OME fuppofe it is inconfiftent with the goodnefs of God 

to punifh any of his rational creatures forever, and hence 
conclude that he is determined to fave all mankind. Others 
fuppofe that endlefs punifhment is fo far from being inconfift- 
ent with the goodnefs of God, that the latter requires the for- 
mer, and that God is unalterably determined to punifh all the 
finally impenitent with everlafting deftruétion from the pref- 
ence of the Lord and from the glory of his power. Thefe 
{fchemes, as obferved in the other cafe, are widely different, and 
reprefent the fupreme Being in a very different light. And it is 
perfedtly irrational to fuppofe, that thofe, who embrace thefe 
different fchemes, entertain the fame ideas of his chara&er, and 
of reconciliation to him. The idea, which we wifh to imprefs 
en the mind of the reader, was (trikingly illuftrated by the 
Jews while our Saviour was on earth. They had long con- 
templated the promifed Meffiah in the light of a temporal 
prince, and flattered themfelves, that, when he came, he would 
deliver them from Roman bondage and raife them to great 
national independence and glory. Indeed, they. fuppofed that 
the kingdom, which he would ereét in this world, would be 
more powerful, fplendid and magnificent, than any which had 
preceded it. In this kingdom they expected to find a place, 
and to rife fuperior to all their enemies. Such being their ex- 
pectations, with regard to the Mefliah, they were impatient for 
his arrival. At length he came. They faw his miracles, 
fhared in their benefits, and were filled with aftonifhment and 
delight. Finding that he could perform fuch wonderful works, 
and fo eafily fupply their wants, they readily concluded, that 
| he 
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he was admirably qualified to become their king. Henee they 
followed him with hofamnas, and were impatient to fee him 
clothed with the enfigns of royalty. And, had he not fecreted 
himfelf, they would have taken him by force and made him a 
king. But Gnding, at length, that the kingdom, which Chrift 
came to ere&, was not of a temporal, but of a fpiritual nature, 
and that in order for them to become fubjects of it and fhare in 
its benefits, they mutt relinquifh their attachment to this world, 
deny themfelves of all felfifh gratifications, become holy in 
heart and, life, and be willing to fubmit to great hardfhips and 
trials, even to burn at the ftake, if called to do it, finding thefe 
things to be true, they were greatly difappointed and chagrin- 
ed, and no longer followed him with acclamations of praife, 
crying, ‘“‘ Hofannea to the Son of David,” but their cry now 
was, “ Crucify bim, crucify him, away with him.” This fur- 
prifing alteration in their feelings towards the Meffiah did not 
arife from any alteration in him. His charaéter was precifely 
the fame when they were about to take him by force and make 
him a king, as when they were nailing him to the crofs. But 
they did not contemplate him in the fame light, at thofe differ- 
ent periods. So long as they entertained falfe, erroneous ideas 
of the chara@er of Chrift, fueh as accorded with their felfith 
feelings, they were pleafed with him ; bat as foon as their er- 
roneous Opinion concerning him was rectified, their itmaginary 
love gave place to the molt violent hatred, outrage and con- 
tempt. So it is, and will be, with mankind, refpeéting thé fu- 
preme Being. Thofe, who believe that he is determined to 
fave all men, will view him in a very different light from thofe 
who believe, that he is determined to fubject fome of the hu- 
man race to endlefs punifhment. And their ideas of the na- 
ture of reconciliation to him will be agreeably to what has 
already been obferved, as different as are their fpeculations re- 
fpeéting his‘ charaéter. We have made thefe obfervations to 
Hluitrate the importance of entertaining corre fpeculative 
ideas of the character of God, in order to determine the nature 
of reconciliation to him, and to be properly fatisfied whether 
we are the fubjeéts of it or not. This being the cafe, before 
we proceed te defcribe the nature of reconciliation to God, we 
will give a brief defcription of what we fuppofe to be his true 
character. 

It may be obferved in general terms, that God is an inft- 
nitely perfea being. But st this propofition is not profefledly 
denied by any who believe in his exiftence, be their {cheme of 
religion what at may, it is neceflary to be nffre particular. 

The chara@er- of God embtates certain attributes, fome of 
which are called natural and fome moral. His natural attri- 
butes are omniprefence, omnifcience, and omnipotence. By 
omniprefence 
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omniprefence is meant univerfal prefence. The being, who is 
omniprefent, is confined to no particular place, nor excluded 
from any. He is in heaven and on earth, at the fame time. 
He is as truly in one place as in another. Though we cannot 
fee him with our bodily eyes, as we fee ourfelves, and the vari- 
ous objects around us, yet, he is as really prefent wth us, as 
we are with ourfelves. Nor is it poflible that we, or any other 
being, fhould efcape his prefence; for it fills immentfity. 
Hence fays the Pfalmi%, “ Whither fhall I go from thy fpirit ? 
Or whither fhall I flee from thy prefence ? If I afcend up into 
heaven thou art there. If I make my bed in hell, behold thou 
art there. If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in 
the uttermoft parts of the fea, even there fhall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand fhall hold me.” ‘Thus God is omni- 
prefent. By omnifcience, we underftand, infinite knowledge. 
Since God is omnifcient, he perfe&tly underftands the nature of 
his own character. He likewife knows the nature of all other 
beings and things, which ever did, or will exift. His knowl- 
edge never did, nor ever can increafe. He knew as well, from 
eternity, every thing relating to mankind, as he now does, or 
will at the day of judgment, or millions of ages beyond that 
period. ‘That God is thus omnifcient, we are exprefsly taught 
by his word. Said the infpired king of Ifrael, “ O Lord, thou 
haft fearched me, and known me. Thou knowelt my down 
fitting and mine uprifing. Thou underftandeft my thoughts 
afar off. ‘Thou compaffeft my path, and my lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in 
my tongue, but lo! O Lord, thou knowelt it altogether. 
Great is the Lord, his underftanding is infinite.” In perfe& 
coincidence with the fentiment above, is the following decla- 
ration of an apoftle. “ Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world. Thus God is omnifcient. 
By omnipotence, we underitand almighty, unlimited or uncon- 
trollable power. If God is omnipotent, he is able to cre- 
ate and deftroy, to wound and heal, to kill and make alive. 
He can do his pleafure, in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. None can ftay 
his hand. It is impoflible that any, or all the creatures in the 
univerfe, fhould difappoint him, or prevent his doing precifely 
as he pleafes. And that he is thus ommipotent is evident from 
the works of creation and providence, and from the exprefs record 
which he has given of himfelf. ‘“ See now (faith he) that I, 
even I am he, and there is no God with me. I kill and I 
make alive, I wound and [ heal ; neither is there any that can 
deliver out of my hand. He hath meafured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with a fpan, and 
comprehended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and weighed 
No. 7. Vol. IV. Hu the 
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the mountains in [cales, and the hills in a balance. Behold the 
nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the fmall 
duft of the balance ; behold he taketh up the ifles as a very 
little thing. All nations before him are as nothing, and they 
are counted to him Jefs than nothing and vanity. He doth ac- 
cording to his will in the army of heaven and among the in- 
habitants of the earth : and none can flay hishand.” Thefe 

are the natural perfections of God. 
His moral perfeétions are goodnefs, juftice, truth, faithful- 
nefsand mercy. TThefe are all comprifed in the firft, viz. 
oodnefs, holinefs, or love. Hence, faith the apoftle, ** God is 
fove By this general obfervation he doubtlefs means, that all 
the divine attributes are in harmony with love or goodnefs, and 
at in fubferviency to it. This, if we may be indulged in the 
expreffion, is the leading attribute in, and gives complexion to, 
the whole character of God. Since he is a’ good being, he 
never did, and never will do any thing which is inconfiftent 
with goodnefs. The goodnefs, or love of God, has for its ob- 
ject the highelt poffible happinefs of the intelligent fyftem. 
This is the ultimate and chief end of goodnefs, or benevolence, 
This has prompted God to do every thing which he has done, 
both in the natural and moral worlds. This prompted him to 
create the angels of heaven; to confirm fome of them in a 
{tate of endlefs holinefs and happinefs, and to determine, or, .if 
the expreflion be more acceptable, permit others to fin, and to 
confign them over to a ftate of endlefs mifery. The goodnefs 
of God requires the punifhment of the apoftate angels, as truly, 
as it requires the happinefs of the holy angeis. This induced 
God to create the human fpecies ; to ordain, or fuffer their 
apoftacy, and to provide a Saviour. Here it may not be 
improper to obferve, that when goodnefs is exereifed towards 
the undeferving, it is called mercy. When it is exercifed in 
punifhing the guilty, it is called juffice. Both juftice and mer- 
cy are modifications, or different difplays of goodnefs. The 
goodnefs of God was as really difplayed in deftroying the old 
world, as in preferving Noah ; in deftroying the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, as in faving Lot ; in drowning Pharaoh 
and his hoft in the Red-Sea, as in caufing the Ifraelites to pafs. 
through on dry land. ‘The goodnefs of God is as really dif- 
played in the threatenings of the law as in the promifes of the 
gofpel. It is, and forever will be, as really difplayed in the 
punifhment of the finally impenitent, as in the falvation of the 
church. ‘The benevolence of God requires the former, as truly 
' as the latter. There never has, nor ever will any more 
natural evil take place in the fyftem than will be neceflary te 
fubferve the purpofes of infinite goodnefs. The unerring 
knowledge of God led him, and his goodaefs difpofed him, ~% 
choofe 
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choofe the beft poffible fyftem of ‘government. And his un- 
limited power has always been engaged to carry this fy{tem in- 
to effeé&t. And fince God is an infinitely good being, and has: 
actually chofen that the beft fyftem of government thould take 
place, it is evident that the indifference, fpoken of in the preceding 
number, forms no part of his character. Infinite goodnefs, 
which delights in the higheft happinefs of the univerfe, can 
never feel indifferent, with regard to the character and condi- 
tion of rational creatures. Nor, if it act like itfelf, will it ever 
deave things in a ftate of doubt and uncertainty. If God 
from eternity knew how, and was able to adopt the beft poffi ble 
plan of gevernment, and has not done it, but has left the uni 
vette in a loofe, unfettled flate ; what evidence is there that he 2 
is a good being? Will not a wife, good and able parent ad: i 
and carry into effe&t a fyftem of government which will pro 
mote the beft good of his family, efpecially if he can do thefe 
things, withont inconvenience to himfclf, or injury to others ? 
-And if undg thefe circumftances a parent fhould negleé this 
obje&, soit be not evince the want of friend{hip or benevo- 
dence to his family? To make the idea under confideration 
smore familiar, let us fuppofe that the ruler of a great nation 
becomes acquainted with a fyftem of government, which, if 
adopted, will infallibly promote the higheft poflible profperity 
and happinefs of the nation > and he has not only become ac- 
quainted with fuch a fyftem of government, but he has power 
to carry it into effe@; will he not inftantly adopt this fyftem 
of government, and render it abfolutely impofhible for the na- 
tion to produce the leaft alteration in it? Should he negleé& to 
adopt it, and leave the nation:in a loofe unfettled ftate, expofed 
to all the evils of wild diforder and confufion, would he not 
a& utterly inconfiftent with the diétates of goodnefs? What 
Opinion would you form of fuch a perfon? Would you not 
view him unworthy of office? Would not every perfon who is 
finder the influence of genuine benevolence ardently defire, 
that, in fuch a cafe, as has now been mentioned, the fyftem of. 
government alluded to, might be introduced, and rendered 
unalterable? It is eafy to fee that in each of the cafes above. 
Rtated, the moft unequivocal fixednefs, or determination, does 
not deftroy benevolence in him, who thus determines. In 
thefe cafes, determination is fo far from being inconfiftent 
with benevolence, that the latter requires the former. 

In the view of thefe things, is it not evident, that if the 
Supreme Ruler of the univerfe be an infinitely good being, he 
has eftablifhed a government over all the works of his hands, 
and unalterably fixed and determined all events which ever 
did or will take place ? The truth of {aé is, the decrees of God, 
gt his unalterable purpofes refpefing mankind, are fo far from 
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mhilitating againft the goodnefs and perfection of his character, 
that the latter cannot be proved by thofe who deny the former. 
You will dowbtlefs grant that God is a being of infinite knowl- 
edge and power. If fo, he knows how, and is able, to promote 
the greatelt poffible good, in the intelligent fyftem ; but, if .he 
has not determined to aét accordingly, by what arguments will 
you prove that he is a good Being? It is evidently incumbent 
on you to admit that God has adopted, and is carrying on the 
beft poffible plan of government, before you can eftablifh his 
infinite goodnefs. And if you admit that he has adopted, and 
is carrying on the belt poffible plan of government, you do by 
natural and fair conftruétion admit every thing, which is in- 
volved in the doétrine of divine decrees. You virtually ac- 
knowledge that God is an infinitely perfe& unchangeable being 
—Unchangeable in his attributes, views, feelings, defigns, pur- 
pofes and determinations. ANDRONICUS, 
7 (To be-continued. ) 
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(Continued from page 185.) 
Dear Youth, 


«“ WHAT think ye of Chrift ?’ «* Whofe fon is he?” In 
what relation does he ftand to God and men? Do you need 
fuch a Saviour? Will you receive him for your Saviour? 
Thefe are interrogations of the utmoft importance to all; ta 
you in particular. Juft advancing upon the threthold of life, 
you will be conftrained to choofe refpeting religion. This is 
a fubject, concerning which you cannot poftpone a determina- 
tion: Hefitation in this cafe is criminal negleét ; it is implicit 
rejection. You cannot make a delay in your choice about re- 
ligion ; for delay is voluntary, unreafonable negleé&. Will 
you fay, “ we cannot attend to the ferious concerns of our fouls 
at prefent; we mutt participate longer in youthful pleafures ; 
we refolve to refpeé religion, and at fome future time give our 
attention to it?’ Is not the plain import of fuch language a 
decided rejection and contempt of religion? Is it not the lan- 
guage of diflike? You would not delay an affair, which is of 
fo much importance as religion, were it not contrary to the 
feelings of your hearts. And will delay remove this 
diflike ? No; like a poifonous weed in a rich foil, it will grow, 
and become more deeply rooted. You have no alternative, 
therefore, between cordially embracing and madly rejeGing 
that only religion, which can make you happy. One of thefe 
you 
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you muft do; one of thefe you are now in heart doing, while 
you read this. The queftion then recurs; ‘ What,think you 
of Chrift?’ True religion has refpe& to him. e is its 
glorious worthy obje&. Would you, therefore, be the fubjeéts 
of this, you muft entertain fuitable apprehenfions of him. Per- 
haps you think but little of him, For moft of our fellow-youth 
appear wholly unconcerned about that which is of the utmoft 
importance. Of them it may be faid, *Chrift is not in all 
their thoughts.” Some indeed think of Chrift; and their 
thoughts of him are fweet and delightful. They efteem him 
to be chief among ten thoufand and altogether lovely. 

But moft, alas! fo far from being friendly to Chrift, feem 
unmindful of him. They think but feldom of him, read the 
hiftory of his life with cold indifference, as 2 worn out, uninter- 
efting ftory; are unmoved at the recital of his fufferings ; 
neglect his invitations and commands to receive mercy; con- 
temn his threatnings; and if ever they ufe his name, it is for 
a commen place word; nay, by many his facred name is blaf- 
phemed. Such conduét indicates but little thought of Chrift. 
And fhall your condu@ be fuch? will you give him fo little 
place in your thoughts, and none in your eftegm? Will you 
join with the tg be ape ungrateful, wicked world in flight-. 
ing the Saviour ? Such treatment of him muft be unreafonable 
indeed, and expofe all, who are guilty of it, to an increafed 
weight of punifhment. How juftly muft we think they will 
per efpecially when we confider who Chrift is, and what 

e 1S. 

1. Heis the Son of David and the Son of God. Heis 
both God and man, myfterioufly united in one glorious per. 
fon. He was once an infant, born of a woman, fufceptible of 
improvement in his bodily and mental powers, and liable to 
all the evils, which befal man, fin excepted. THe is ina great 
variety of places called the Son of Man, which denctes his hnu- 
man nature. He appeared, fpake, and conduéted like a real 
man; and he is exprefsly called “the man, Chrift Jefus.” 
But in a ftill greater variety of paffages he is fpoken of as God. 


Thomas addrefles him, “ My Lord and my God.” St. Panl 


fays, he “ is over all, God bleffed forever.” “ Great is the myf- 
tery of godlinefs, God was manifett in the flefh.” Chrift is poffef- 
ed of all fulnefs ; “in whom dwelleth all the fulnefs of the God- 
head bodily.” . He “is the bleffed and only Petentate, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords; who only hath immortali, 
ty.” Jude, in afcribing divine honour to Chrift, the only Sa, 
viour, fays, “ To the only wife God, our Saviour, be glory and 
majelty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.” 
John fays, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by 

him, 
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‘him, and without him was not any thing made, that was made. 
And the Word was made flefh, and dwelt among us.” Jefus 
Chrift, he fays, “is the true God and eternal life.”” I faiah, in 
one paflage, teaches the do¢trine, both of Chrift’s divinity and 
humanity. “For unto us achild is born, unto usa fon is 
given, and the government fhall be upon his fhoulder, and hi. 
name {hall be called Wonderful, Counfellor, the mighty God 
the everlaftiag Father, the Prince of Peace.’?. David teftifies 
of Chrift, “ The Lord faid unto my Lord, fit thou at my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footftool.”? Chrift fays of 
himfelf, “I and my Father are one. I am Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the beginning and the ending,” faith the Lord, “ which is, 
and which was, qnd which is to come, the Almighty.” God 
the Father fays to Chrift; “ Thy throne, O God, is forever 
and ever ; the iceptre of thy kingdom is a right fceptre.” . 
Thefe are a few of the many paflages, which teach that 
Chrif is God. To him are afcribed offices, attributes, works 
and worfhip,: which belong to none but “ the only living and 
true God.” When in the form of a fervant, he made. ftriking 
difplays both of divine knowledge and divine power, as well as 
of human weaknefs and uncertainty. He was and continues 
to be addreffed in prayer by his people, and he receives the fu- 
preme worfhip and adoration of all, who love him. It is ex- 
prefsly forbidden creatures to worfhip any but God. “ Thou 
fhalt worfhip the Lord thy God, and him only fhalt thou 
ferve.”” But fo far is it from being wrong to worfhip Chriff, 
that it is pofitively enjoined even upon the hofts of heaven, the 
moft exalted of creatures, to render worfhip tohim. ‘ And 
let all the angels of God worfhip him.”” The Holy Scriptures 
are fo full and explicit upon the divinity of Chrift, “ That all 
men fhould honour the Son even as they honour the Father.” 
And will not you, dear youth, heartily worfhip and honour 
Chrift? He is infinitely glorious, and to refufe him your hearts 
is to rebel againft God, who has promifed his Son, that “ to 
him every knee fhall bow.”” You muft> be ftubborn, impeni- 
tent youth, to refufe fincere, cordial homage to Chrift, the 
King of Zion. “ Kifs the Son, left he be angry, and ye perifh 
from the way. Bleffed are all they that put their truft in 
him.” O give your hearts to Chrift this moment. While 
you delay, you are defpifers of his grace and majefty. And if 
there you continue, that will come upon you, expreffed by the 


poet, 
** But vengeance and damnation lies 
On rebels, who refuse his grace ; 
Who God’s eternal Son despise, 
The hottest hell shall be their place.” 


To refufe your friendfhip and fupreme love to God’s dear Son; 
mu be infinitely criminal, efpecially when we confider, 
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2. The endearing relation in which he ftands to you. He 
is not only your Creator, Preferver and Governor; he alfo 
fultains the interefting character of Redeemer and Saviour. 
He is the Mediator between God and men. God can fhow no 
favourable regard to finners, only through a Mediator. Chrift, 
in this charatter,is the foundation of all the bleflings, which 
you have ever received, or ever will receive. To his infinite 
merit, as Mediator, you are indebted for life and all its enjoy- 
ments. His influence has given you a reprieve from deferved 
ruin. But for this you would inftantly fink into hell. On his 
ftrong arm hangs your eternal ftate. He is the only founda- 
tion of rational hope, that you will ever be made holy and 
happy- 

Nor does Chrift fuftain the high office of Mediator, and the 
exalted honour of faving finners, without correfponding wor- 
thinefs. He has done that, which exalts himfelf, and at the 
fame time lays a foundation for the falvation of men. That, 
which renders Chrift the objeé of divine approbation and love, 
is the reafon why finners are: converted. and faved. That, 
which has rendered him worthy of “a name above every 
name,” and “ highly exalted him,”’ renders it proper for God 
to deliver men from condemnation, and crown them with 
eternal life. But that which renders Chrift worthy of the ap- 
probation of God, and the homage of creatures, is his accom- 
plifhing the whole work of Mediator. ‘This was a long, a hu- 
miliating, and an arduous work, In its largeft extent it may 
mean all that Chrift has done and will do, from the fall of 
Adam to the judgment of the great day. Chrift could not be 
the Mediator without performing the great and appropriate 
work of this high office. It may be proper, 

3. To confider this work in its parts and defign. But, whe 
is able to comprehend that, which is infinite? Who can de- 
feribe or conceive the difficulty, the neceflity, the influence, and 
the benefit of what Chrift has done? Such a fubject tranfcends 
the underftanding and the fongs of angels. It is the privilege 
of finners, of youth, to contemplate aud admire it, as done 
with fpecial reference to themfelves. ‘The work of the Saviour 
will be a theme of admiration and delight, for which eternity 
will not be too long. : 

Chrift, as Mediator, performs the office of a prophet in re- 
vealing to his people the divine purpofes and requirements. 
Men are naturally ignorant both of God and themfelves ; and 
ef thefe fubjects they prefer ignorance to knowledge. “ They 
love darkne(s rather than light,” though it is of the utmoft im- 
portance, that they become acquainted with the truth. Te 
make known the great and everlafling truths and duties - Te- 
igiog 
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ligion is the work of Chrift. This he has performed by infpir- 
ing the prophets and apoftles, by his own perfonal preaching, 
and in a f{pecial fenfe, by applying the truth to the hearts. of 
his people through the influences of the Holy Spirit. The 
great work of granting to his chofen ones fpiritual iljumina- 
tion belongs to Chrift. -Hence he is in Scripture called “a 
Prophet,” * Angel,” “Meflenger of the covenant,”  Wit- 
nefs,” “ Counfellor,” “ Wifdom of God,’ “ the. Apoftle of 
our profeflion,”’ “ Teacher,”’ ** Light of the world,” ‘ Sun of 
Righteoufneds,”’-‘ the bright and morning Star.” The blefled 
work of communicating divine truth he began foon after the 
apoftacy, and will continue while the world lafts. Have you 
ever cheerfully fubmitted to the iaftruéction of this. infallible 
"Feacher? If not, you are ignorant of God, of yourfelves, and 
of the way of peace; and remaining fo, you muft be doomed 

to “ the blacknefs of darknefs forever.” 
Chrift performs the work of a Prieft. ‘Thou art a Prieft 
forever after the order of Melchifedec.” Chrift’s work, as 
Prieft, is in the moft eminent fenfe, his mediatorial work. In 
this he was typified by:the prieits and facrifices under the law. 
This was the moft humiliating, the moft painful and difficult 
work, which belonged to the Mediator. The priefts under 
the law were to offer facrifices; and it was neceflary that 
Chrift thould have fomething to offer. But what offering is 
equal to fuch a prielt ? Nothing lefs than his own body, his hu- 
man uature. It is faid of him, “ he offered up himfelf.” “Who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himfelf unto God.” It 
pleafed the Lord to bruife him; he hath put him to grief, 
when thou fhalt make his foul an offering for fin.” But why 
fo coftly an offering? why was it ncceflary?. why mult God’s 
dear Son die on the crofs? To fave fuch finners as you and I. 
Had not this offering been made, all our guilty race mult have 
perifhed. Hence we read, “ He was wounded for our tranf- 
ereffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities; the chaftifement 
of our peace was upon him, and with his ftripes we are healed. 
The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Chrift alfo 
hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the unjuft. He hath 
appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. Chrift 
was once offered to bear the fins of many. He gave his life 
a ranfom for many.” Chrift died that finners might live. * Lam 
the good Shepherd,” fays Chrilt, “ the good Shepherd giveth his 
life for the fheep. No man. taketh it from me, but I lay it 
down of myfelf; I have power to lay it down, and I have 
wer to take it again. This commandment have I received 
of the Father.” Chrift could not fave finners coniittently 
without condemning fin. By dying on the crofs in obedience 
ad his heavenly Father, he has condemned fin in the fleth re 
that 
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that * God can be jut and the juftifier of him that believeth 
in Jefus.”” In this view the fufferings of our Saviour were of 
infinite importance ; for by them he has juftified the ways of 
God to men, made it appear that fin is exceeding finful, cut off 
all excufe from the finner, and made it confiftent for God to 
fave whom he will. It was important that Chrift thould fuf- 
fer, fo that his people might “not have an high Prieft, who 
could not be touched with the feeling of their infirmities.” It 
was important that Chrift fhould “learn obedience by the 
things, ‘w which he fuffered.”? It was important that the Cap- 
tain of falvation fhould be “ made perfect through fufferings.’’ 
But Chrift alfo fuftains the dignified office of King. To this 
exalted height he muft pafs through temptations, pain and 
death. He mutt die upon the crofs to winthe crown. Hence 
we -read, “ To this end Chrift died and rofe, and revived, that 
he might be the Lord both of dead and living.” We fee Je- 
fus for the fuffering of death crowned with glory and hon- 
our. Becaufe he was obedient unto death, ** God hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name, which»is above every 
name.” By offering himfelf on the crofs, Chrift has obeyed 
and glorified God, condemned, yet faved finners, and procur- 
ed for himfelf the {ceptre of the univerfe. Now the govern- 
ment is upon his fhoulder. He is King on the holy-hill, . 
Zion. . He has bought you with his own precious blood ; and 
you are his,; he claims your hearts, your lives, your all. Like 
hardened traitors, will you continue to rebel againft your. law- 
ful fovereign ? He beareth not the {word in vain. If you will 
not. be ruled with his fceptre of mercy, he will rule you with 
arod of iron. God will not fuffer his beloved, Son to be 
flighted with impunity. “¢ To him every knee fhall bow and 
every tongue confefs.’”’. Be perfuaded, therefore, dear youth, 
by all. that is great.and folemn, by the majefty of Chrift, » by 
his dying love, and by your.own immortal interefts, to think of 
the Saviour. Neglect him, and you die forever ;. receive him 
into your hearts, and you fhall rejoice. Forgive this long Jet- 
ter from , oor 


—_--—-—— + 


, ANSWER ‘TO JULIANA’s QUESTION, , 
“Deke Frienpd, 


YOUR letter of the 25th inftant, in which you requeft an 
anfwer to feveral interefting queflions, was this day handed. 
me, by.a young lady of much apparent ferioufnefs, and who, I, 
conclude, .is a particular acquaintance of yours. 1 embrace 
the fir opportunity to attempt an anfwer to your queries. 
‘** Whether an unregeneraté¢;perfon, under the convicting influ- 
No. 7. Vol. IV. li ences 
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énces of the Spirit of God, aims at holinefs or happinefs, while 
the true Spirit of God is convincing him ‘of fin 2” 
\ This quellion has often been propofed, to which very differ- 
ént anfwers have been given. ‘The opinion of others; it is not 
my defign to exprefs ; but to communicate my own, in as per- 
fpicuous a manner as poflible. In order to this, 1 would ob- 
ferve in the ff place, that unregenerate finners are the fubjeéts 
of entire finful depravity of heart. ‘Their hearts are fully fet in 
them to do evil. Their carnal mind is enmity agaiafi God. ft is 
not fubje& to his law, neither indeed canbe. Yor myfelf, I am ful- 
ly perfuaded, that the fure word of prophecy teaches, that the 
unregenerate are entirely deftitute of the love of God; entirely 
deftitute of all moral goodnefs, and oppofed in heart to every 
thing that is holy. Admitting the truth of this ftatement, as 
you probably wil, I would further obferve, that conviction of 
fin through the agency of the Spirit of God produces no moral 
alteration, or change of heart. The nature of conviction, my 
friend, is entirely different from the nature of converfion. The 
difference is as great, as that between a {peculative knowledge 
of the trath as itis in Jefus, and loving or embracing that 
truth ; or, as the difference between a dead and a living faith. 
Conviction of fin. confifts in a clear and impreffive view or 
knowledge of truth, and particularly with refpeé to three ob- 
jects. The firft is, the divine charaéter, ina moral view. The 
ftupid, unconvinced finner forms erroneous ideas of God’s 
moral character ;, Thou thoughte# that I was altogether fuch an 
brie as thyfelf. The Scribes and Pharifees, and the Jewifh na- 
tion’ in general, entertained effentially-wrong notions concern- 
ing the character of the God of heaveti, when our Saviour was 
onearth. During his miniftry, Jefus Chrift clearly exhibited 
to'view, his own character andthe charaéter of his Father. 
But thefe charatters they perfeétly hated. Chrift therefore 
¢harged them with the horrid crime, in dire& and emphatical 
language. © Ye have both feen and hated both me and my Father. 
The ‘characters which Chrift exhibited to their view, they un- 
derftood ; but did not believe that they belonged to Géd, and 
the Son of God. They thought that they loved God, and fhould 
be ready to receive and fubmit to his Son, when he fhould 
come into the world; and this was owing to their having 
formed effentially erroneous ideas of the character of the promif- 
ed Meffiah. Thus, at the prefent day, the unregenerate form 
exceedingly wrong ideas of the divine charaéter. \ Hence, 
when God’s true charatter is brought into view, they are 
difturbed and difpleafed. They Know that their’ hearts 
ate oppofed to this character, and they are fometimes honeft 
enough to acknowledge it. They do not feruple to fay, that 
they do not-love fuch’a God, andithat it is impoflible for them 
to 

















to love him. At tlre fame time they do not believe that they 
hate the God of heaven ; nor is it to be fuppofed that they do 
hate that charaéter, which they think belongs tohim. They 
undoubtedly love that character, which they erroneoufly af- 
cribe to God, and jt is equally true that they hate the char- 
acter which 4e really poflefles. Under fuch miftaken notions of 
God, they are ready to cry peace and fafety, and to think all 
is well with them. 

Such, my friend, I conceive to be the fituation of the 
unregenerate. But, under the convictive influences of the Di- 
vine Spirit, the eyes of their underftanding are opened to fee 
God’s character, in fome meafure, as it really is; that he 
is a God of recompenfe, a God of vengeance, a confuming 
fire; that he is angry with them every day. ‘They have fuch a 
view of his fpotlefs purity and the awful tegors of his juftice, 
that they know and feel that they muft forever fink under the 
intolerable weight of his wrath and curfe, if they but a little 
Jonger remain in their prefent fituation. They are alfo con- 
yinced that all this would be juit. 

The fecond thing, with relation to which they are convinced, is 
the true character of God’s law. Previous to conviction, fin- 
ners have little or no idea and fenfe of the fpirituality and 
amazing extent of the divine law, or of its awful penalty. 
But under conviction, this law, armed with its awful penalty, 
fiares them, as it were, in their face. They fee that it is holy, 
jut and good, or righteous, while it condemns them to an 
eternal hell! They are impreflively convinced that they are 
under condemnation, and that the wrath of the Lawgiver 
abideth on them. This leads me to obferve, 

Thirdly, That finners under conviétion form effentially dif- 
ferent ideas of themfelyes from what they had been accultom- 
ed todo. Previous to conviétion, although finners will ac- 
knowledge themfelves to be finful creatures ; yet they do not 
form any right notions of the nature and amazing heinoufnefs 
of their guilt. It feems not to be in the power of man, or 
even of an angel, to convince them, that they are fixedly 
oppofed to God and all that is holy. ‘ell them-that this is 
the cafe, they will individually, with Hazael, be ready to re- 
ply, “ But what! is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould do this 
great thing !”? And like Paul’s, their hopes of heaven may be 
firm and bright. But under clear conviction, their fentiments, 
with refpect to the ftate of their hearts, are reverfed. When the 
law of God is fet home upon their confciences, by the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, their fins revive. They find, in fome meafure, 
how vile they are. They fee themfelves to be dead in tref- 
pafles and fins; that their whole lives have been one feries of 
oppofition to, and rebellion againit God, ‘They appear to 

| | themfelves 
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themfelves to be the vileft of the vile, even monfters of wick- 
ednefs, and are aftonifhed that God fhould fo long bear with 
them, fo long keep them out of hell. This 1 conceive to be 
the cafe when conviction is clear and ftrong. It is, however, 
to be obferved, that there are different degrees of: ftrength in 
conviction in different perfons, but the nature of it is in all the 
fame. And it may be added, that there are none under gen- 
uine conviction, but fee themfelves ta be fo vile, and the nature 
of their vilenefs to be fuch, as that they deferve all that 
weight of wo denounced againft them by God’s broken law ; 
and, therefore, that it is mercy, mere mercy, that keeps them 
from ruin. Another important thing in genuine and clear 
conviction is a perfuafion, in the fubject of it, that his heart is fo 
fixedly oppofed to God, and the method of falvation, that he 
fhall never bec@me reconciled to God, nor accept the 
great falvation, unlefs the enmity of his heart fhould be 
flain by the interpofition of all conquering grace. If God 
fhould je.ve him to himfelf, to purfue the didtates of his own 
heart, he knows that everlatting deftruction will moft affured- 
ly be his portion. And knowing that God is under no obliga, 
tion, on the footing of jultice, to ftop him in his mad career ; 
a ftrongly apprehenfive that there is no mercy in referve for 

ek tare and obftinate a finner, he is filled with pungent dif- 
trefs. 4 wounded fpirit who can bear! who can dwell with ever- 
lafting burnings ! who can fultain the weight of divine wrath 
forever and forever ! A confideration of thefe things drinks 
up, as it were, his very fpirits.” And while he /uffers thefe 
terrors, he is almoft diftraéed. Yet all this while his perverfe will 
remains unfubdued, his heart ftubborn, unbroken, unyielding. 
Such is the ftate, I believe, of the human heart under genuine, 
clear and pungent conviction! Lord ! what is man ! 

Perhaps it is needful that I fhould apologize for faying fo 
much on a fubjeét, which may, at firft view, appear to have no 
immediate relation to your queftion. But my defign, by the 
above ftatements, has been to furnifh you, in part, with an an- 
{wer, and to Jay a foundation for a more fatisfa@ory anfwer, 
than might otherwife be given. 

Conviction, then, by the agency of the Spirit of God, con- 
fifts in a clear and imprefflive knowledge of truth, and partic- 
ularly with refpect to the moral character of God, his law, 
and the nature of the finfulnefs or depravity of the heart, and 
that this conviftion in unregenerate finners does not fuppofe 
any moral change of heart tor the better. That conviction is 


a very different thing, in its nature and effeéts, from converfion, 
you will doubtlefs readily admit ; for if this were not the cafe, 
depravity would be feated in the head, not in the heart. If 


light, let into the mind, were fufficient to reconcile finners fe 
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God and duty, and nothing more than this were neceffary, it 
would be difficult and even impoffible to conccive, how men 
could be crimi al. How can mere “ blindnefs of the underftand- 
ing infer sult?” If the heart is ready to Jove or embrace the 
truth as it is in Jefus, when the underftanding is enlightened, 
there can be no blame or wickednefs in the heart; but if it 
cannot be found there, it can be found no where elfe; for as a 
man thinketh in Ais heart, fuch is his moral charaé¢ter. 

“Now, if conviction in the unregenerate does not imply any 
moral change of the heart for the better, does it not fuppofe 
that the heart is growing worfe and worfe! Sinners, under 
conviction, have much more light than they ever had before 
they were convinced by the Spirit of God. They have a 
greater price put into their hands to get wifdom ; but do they 
not continue to abufe this light, and mifimprove their increat- 
ed advantages, while their hearts remain unrenewed ? and does 
not criminality increafe in proportion to light thus abufed, 
and advantages thus mifimproved? And are not finners, un- 
der conviction, fenfible of being much more criminal than they 
ever were before? 1 think that you will admit the truth of 
thefe pofitions; and efpecially when you refle&t, that to him 
that knoweth to do good, and docth it not, to him it is fin, and that, 
he who knew his mafter’s will, and did it not, /ball be beaten with ma- 
ny firipes. 

From thefe confiderations, my friend, I am led to infer, 
“ that an unregenerate perfon”’ does not “aim at holinefs,” in any 
thing that he defires, or in any thing that he does, while under 
conviction. Is it not difficult, or rather-is it not impoffible, to 
conceive, that a perfon fhould aim at, or defire, holinefs, if his 
heart be not concerned or interefted in fuch an aim or defire? 
but how can the heart aim at, or defire holinefs, while in a 
Rate of enmity againft God? Befides, does not an aim at, or 
defire of holinets, fuppofe that shat perfon is a fubject of holi- 
nefs?” How can a perfon aim at, or defire a thing, which he 
has no love or relifh for, but which is very difagreeable and repug- 
nant to every feeling of his heart ? In this, there is as great an im- 
poflibility, as that there fhould be concord between Chrift and 
Belial. None but the regenerated foul can adopt the language 
of the Pfalmift when he faid, One thing have I defired, that will J 
Seek for, that I may dwell in the courts of my God; “ my foul fol- 
loweth hard after God; I opened my mouth and, panted, for [ 
longed for thy commandments.” The obfervation of the old 
Puritan writers, I often reflect upon with approbation and pleaf- 
ure, “ ‘That a defire of grace is grace.” 

When I fay that an unregenerated perfon does not “ aim at 
happinefs,” I would be underftood to mean the happine/s of heav- 
#%, gr that happinefs which is infeparably connected with and 
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refults from Aboline/s. Unregenerate finners, whether un- 
der the convittive influences of the Divine Spirit or not, 
undoubtedly defire and aim at that kind of happinefs, 
which is fuited to the relifh of their depraved, unholy hearts, 
But for the happinefs of heaven, the happinefs of a holy 
heart and life, they have no ¢rue defire, At this they do 
not aim. Were it poflible for them to be admitted into heav- 
en, were they really admitted into the regions of bleffednefs, 
with their unholy hearts, they would find nothing there, which 
they could relifh, but every thing to render them completely 
wretched. Heaven, to unholy beings, would be a dreadful hell. 
But fuppofe that it fhould be admitted, that the unregener- 
ate under conviction did, in fome fenfe, really aim at holinefs, 
the nature of that aim muft be altogether ////h, altogether fin- 


ful, and of courfe unacceptable and difpleafing in the fight of 


an all holy God. Whatfoever is not of faith, or holinefs, is fin. 
Thus, my dear friend, I have endeavoured, without-difguife, 
and in as plain a manner as I was able, to exprefs my fenti- 
ments, on the firft of your queries. I have protracted the 
fubject, F am fenfible, to a great length, and muft prefume 
on your candour to excufe the fault, fhould you confider it a 
fault. To the Fountain of all wifdom, and to the’God of all 
— I defire humbly to commend you, praying that he would 
ead you into all truth, take you into his holy keeping, and pre- 

ferve you fafe to his heavenly kingdom. 
Your friend, SILAS. 








Selections. 


EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION 
(Continued from page 225.) 


NO. X11. 


‘COUNT SCHLIKI, AND SEVERAL OTHER NOBLES.* 


Executed 1624. 


HOUGH war is confidered as an appeal to Heaven, 
the Lord does not always give the victory to the fide 
of truth and juftice, or thefe nobles and gentlemen, affociated 
in defence of their conftitutional liberties, would have been 


victorious. Thefe, however, were called by Providence to 
) fuffer 


* Gillies’ Historical Cotlections, Vol. I. p. 48.—Robinson’s Eccles. 
Researches, p. 527, 8. 
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fuffer, while a hero’ was training up (Guftavus Adolphus) to 
revenge their caufe. | . 

After the defeat of Frederic at the battle of Prague, near 
fifty of the moft confiderable perfons in the defeated army, and 
who had furrendered, were tried as rebels, and many of them 
executed. Count Andrew Schliki was the firft of thofe, whe 
fuffered. When fatigued with the queftions of his judges, he 
threw open his habit, and expofing his naked bofom, faid, “ Di- 
vide this body imto 4 thoufand parts, and ranfack this heart to 
the bottom, and you will find nothing there but what you know 
already. The love of liberty and religion compelled us to 
draw the fword: but, as it hath pleafed God to give Czfar 
the viétory, and to deliver us into your hands, the will of the 
Lord be done !” | 

His minifter Rofacius, afterward exhorting him to conftancy 
and courage, he faid. “I thank you, Sir;.... I know I am fo 
frengthened through divine grace, that 1 can meet death in any 
fhape. I have not been afraid to attack antichrift, and now I 
can die for Chrift.””. On the feaffold his fteady and compofed 
countenance and behaviour greatly affected the {pectators, and 
many wept. The fun at this time fhining very brightly, he 
faid, “ Chrift, thou Sun of Righteoufnefs, lead me through this 
dreary paflage of death into the eternal light of thy prefence !” 
and fo faying, kneeled down and fubmitted to the axe of the 
executioner. _ : 

Schliki was about 50: of his fellow fufferers lord Wencef- 
laus was about 70, and Cafper Caplitz no lefs than 86. They 
all fuffered in the fame fpirit,as martyrs to freedom and the 
reformation, encouraging one another in the promifes of di- 
vine fupport. “ Farewel (faid oné) I go before—you will fol- 
low—God give you the comforts of bis Spirit, patience and 
courage.”—* The Lord Jefus fend his angels to meet you,” 
replied the others. Thus died they; but God be 'praifed, 
‘their caufe died not with them. 


NO. XIII. 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, KING OF SWEDEN.* 
Born A. D. 1564. Slain 1632. 


THE military exploits of this hero are fufficiently known, 
and need not to be here recited. He was oné of thofe few kings, 
who make piety the bafis of their throne ; one of thofe few fol- 
diers, who fipkt in a dependence on Divine Providence... He 
was remarkable for pretacing his victories with publie prayer 
and fafting, and far following them with a like public thankf- 


is giving. 
* Clark’s Lives, Par, I1- 
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giving. Upon arriving in the ifle of Rutgen with his army, 
the king himfelf firft landed, and falling on his knees, gave re- 
peated thanks to God, folemnly protefting he had not under- 
taken this expedition for any private ends of his own; but only 
for the glory ef God, and the relief of his afflicted church.’ 

The king’s devotion brought tears from the eyes of thofe 
around him. * Forbear to weep (faid he) but heartily conjoin 
your prayers with me ; for the greater the army of . prayers is, 
the greater and more certain {hall be the victory : he that prays 
diligently, hath already, in part, overthrown the enemy.’’—Up- 
on this he took a fhovel, and began to dig a trench, in which 
his army immediately followed him. 

After his victories over Tilly, the celebrated Auftrian General, 
he was entertained with great joy and refpeét at Nuremburg. 
On.a public oration being. made to him, he thanked the inhabit- 
anis ‘‘ for their conftancy im {the Proteftant] religion, and de- 
fence of it; promifing, for his part, that as he had undertaken 
the defence of it, fo through God’s grace and afliftance, he 
would protect them, and all the reft of his friends, in the de- 
fence of it, to.the utmolt of his power.” i : 

Previous to the battle of Lutzen, after exhorting his foldiers 
to fight bravely for their religion and liberty, he caft his eyes 
to. heaven, and cried with aloud voice—*“ Jefus, vouchfafe 
this day to be my ftrong helper, and give me courage to fight 
for thy glory, and for the honour of thy name:” then draw- 
ing his fword, waved it over his head, and led his army 
to the battle. His watchword was, “ God is with us.” Gutta- 
vus was flain in this battle; but his army, imftead of being 
difcouraged, as foon as they heard of his. death, revenged it by 
the flaughter of thoufands of the enemy, and gained a com- 
plete victory. | . 3 

He conquered two thirds of Germany, and died in poffeflion 
of 130 ftrong towns. 


No. XIV. 
CHANCELLOR OXENSTEIRN. 
sid Hie” ’ Flourished 1633. 


AXEL de Oxenfteirn was ftatefman to the preceding Gufta- 
vus, and famous for his adminiftration of the Swedith govern- 
ment after the death of thathero. He was a perfon of the firft 
quality, ftation, and ability, in his own. country; and had an 
important concérn in the political tranfactions of Europe., At- 
ter his retirément from public! bufinefs, being vifited’by com- 
miffioner Whitelocke, ambaflador ‘from England to queen 


Chriftiana, in the conclufion of their difcourfe, he faid to the 
7 commiffioner, 
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commiflioner, “ I have feen much, 4nd enjoyed much of this 
world, but I never knew how to live till now. I thank my 

ood God, that has given me time to know him, and to know 
myfelf.. All the comfort I have, and which is more than the 
whole world can give, is, feeling the good Spirit of God in 
my heart, and reading in this good book [holding up the Bi- 
ble] which came from it.”” He alfo thus farther addrefled 
Mr. Whitelocke, (as we are informed by W. Penn, who had it 
from himfelf) “ You are now in the prime of_your age and vig- 
our, and in great favour and bufinefs ; but this will all leave 
you, and you will one day better underftand and relifh what I 
fay to you; and then you will find that there is more wifdom, 
truth, comfort, and pleafure, in retiring and turning your heart 
from the world, to the good Spirit of God, and in reading the 
Bible, than in all courts and favours of princes.” 

( To be continued.) 


——— 


ANSWER TO A QUERY, 
Whether a perfon, who profits more from occafional hearing than by 


the preaching of his own paftor, may not attend conftantly the minif- 
trations of one whofe fentiments, in fome refpefis, differ from his 
own ? To this queftion I would offer the following anfwer. 


1. THERE are fome differences of fentiment which do not 
form fufficient ground for the formation of feparate churches. 
If the particular fentiments of your inquirer be of this kind, 
they, of courfe, oppofe no obftacle to his removal into another 
church, with which he may agree in the grand effential points, 
though there may be other reafons, which may make fuch 
removal highly improper. 

2. If I be allowed to addrefs the inquirer, as face to face, 
I muft afk, have you adopted right views and motives in hear- 
ing the word? Ought not the divine glory to be the polar ftar, 
by which you are guided in hearing the gofpel, as in the 
whole of your religion and exiftence? ‘ Whether, therefore, 
ve eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
Your profiting fhould be confidered not as a final end, to be 
puriued for its own fake, which would be feeking your own, 

not the things which are Jejus Chrifi’s, but as a mean for 
accomplifhing a farther end, to glorify God.- Have you, 
im attending upon the miniftry of the gofpel, acted upon 
thefe pure, evangelical principles? Upon this the propriety 
of-your prefent tate of mind, and the lawfulnefs of the future 
fteps, which you may take, qvill very much depend. 

3- Still, as your profiting under the divine word is of great 
importance; in order to your “ glorifying God in body and {pi- 
No. 9. Vol. IV. K x rit, 
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rit, which are his,” have you formed a right eftimate of a prof. 
itable miniftry? Do you judge that to be the moft prof- 
itable, which is moft fearching and humbling? Do you value 
that miniftry as moft profitable, which gives you an infight 
into the genuine mind of the Spirit in the Scriptures? or do 
you love a pretty conceit, which difcovers fomething new and 
wonderful in Scripture, no matter whether true and folid or 
not? Do you think yourfelf moft profited by a grave, ferious 
fermon, which fends you home filent and fecretly praying ? 
or do you perfer one that is noify, dazzling, and droll? Are 
you beft pleafed when you return full of the preacher, exclaim- 
ing what a fine man! or when you can think of nothing elfe 
but your own faivation, and the glory of him who died for 
fimners ? Are you of the mind of him, who faid to his friend, 
‘You do not know what you loft in not hearing my preacher 
to-day ; if you had, you would never have relifhed another ?’ 
or would you, like the wifer friend, have replied, ‘Then I am 
determined I never will hear him; for give methe preacher who 
will teach me to relifh the gofpel wherever I hear it in truth ?” 
4. Then when you have formed right fentiments of profit- 
able hearing, afk whether the profit you feemed to derive fron: 
occafional hearing did not arife from its novelty,—as.a new 
difh on your table might feem nicer than any thing you ever 
ate before, but if it were repeated every day, you might foon 
find it inferior to the old. Examine whether thofe, who con- 
ftantly hear the preacher, under whom you feemed to profit, 
be more intelligent, confiftent, holy, and zealous Chrilftians, 
than thofe with whom you are in communion. Be affured, 
that mere preference to perfon, manner, or voice, would not 
have been thought, in the apoftles’ days, fufficient caufe for 
fhifting from one church to another. After all, I would en- 
treat you to confult perfonally and impartially the wifeft and 
moft holy Chriitians you: know. Lay the whole cafe before 
them, which is more than you can do in a magazine. And 
why not confult your own minifter himfelf in a ferious, hum- 
ble, and affectionate manner ? Above all confult the “ Won- 
derful Counfellor :” and be affured, that if you commit your 
way fincerely to him, he will perform the promife, “ I will in- 
firuét thee, and teach thee in the way which thou fhouldekt ZO, 
and will guide thee with mine eye.” J. B-. 


Affem. Mag. 


——a. E> ee - 


THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST. 
THE ten horned beaft, whoie name is declared to contain 
the number 666, is certainly the temporal Roman em- 
ire. Of this empire the fecond founder indeed was Romu- 


tus: but its firk real or fictitious founder was Latinus, the an- 
eient 
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cient king of Latium. Latinus therefore dg the name of a 
moan. It is likewife the peculiar name of the Weftern or divi- 
ded Roman empire, and the diftinguifhing appellation of 
every individual in that empire. Here it is obfervable, that 
the Gentile name of Latinus or a Latin was, in the victorious 
days of the republic and empire, almoit loft in the more 
favourite Gentile name of Romanus ora Roman. Preferved 
however it carefully was, though not fo frequently ufed as the 
other; infomuch that, although the people were ftyled Ko- 
mans, their language was denominated Latin; but when by 
the arms of the Northern nations the Roman empire was divid- 
ed into ten kingdoms; when by fetting up a {piritual tyrant 
in the church, and by lapfing into papal idolatry, it again be- 
came a beaft ; when Rome was governed by her bifhops under 
the wing of a new line of emperors; and when Greece, former- 
ly her inftruétor in the arts and {ciences, was now become her 
rival both in imperial and ecclefiaftical domination: the old 
Gentile name of Latin was revived and has ever fince been the 
peculiar diftinguifhing title of the papal Roman empire, both 
temporal and fpiritual. Such accordingly is the general 
appellation which the inhabitants of the Weft bear in the Ealt- 
ern parts of the world; the particular names of the Spaniards, 
French, and Italians, are fwallowed up in the common title of 
Latins. Hence Mr. Gibbon, in his account of the crufades, 
terms, with {trié& propricty, the people of the Weltern empire 
Latins ; and gives us, under this name, the hiftory of the five 
Latin emperors of Conftantinople. Hence alfo, though the Pa- 
pilts are wont abiurdly to ftyle themfelves Roman Catholics, 
the real name of the community, as contradiftinguifhed from 
the Greek church, the Armenian church, or the Abyflinian 
church, is certainly the Latin church. Thus Thevenot, in his 
account of mount Sinai, {peaks of two churches, one for the 
Greeks, and the other for the Latins : and thus Ricaut, through- 
out his ftate of the Greek and Armenian churches, difcrimi- 
nates the Romanilts from all other profeffors of Chriftianity, by 
the appellation of Latins. The Papifts, as Dr. Henry Moor 
aptly expreffes it, “latinize in every thing.” Mafs, prayers, 
hymns, litanies, canons, decretals, bulls, are conceived in Latin. 
The Papal councils ipeak in Latin. Women themfelves pray in 
Latin. Nor is the Scripture read in any other language, under 
popery, than Latin. Wherefore the council of ‘Trent command- 
ed the vulgar Latin to be the only authentic verfion: nor did 
their doctors doubt to prefer it to the Hebrew and Greek text 
jtfelf, which was written by prophets and apoltles. In fhort 
all things are Latin; the pope having communicated his 
language to the people under his dominion, as the mark and 
charatter of his empire. Here then we have a name, which 
sompletely anfwers, in every refpect, to the apocalyptic name 
of 
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of the beaft. Lawinos is at once the name of a man, the title of 
an empire, and the diftinguifhing appellation of every individ- 
ual in that empire: and when the fum of its numerical letters 
is taken in the Greek language, the language in which the 
Apocalypfe is written, and in which therefore the calculation 
ought evidently to be made, it will amount precifely to 666. 
On thefe grounds then I do not hefitate to affert, that Latinus, 
and nothing but Latinus, is the name of the beaft; for in ne 
other word, defcriptive of the revived temporal beaft, or the 
papal Roman empire, can fuch a fatal concurrence of circum, 
{tances be difcovered. 
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LATEINOS. 


Now the peculiar name of the Beaft is Lateinos ; and Late- 
inos contains the number 666, and his mark is the + as every 
body already knows. See Faber’s Differtation. 
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SELECT PARAGRAPH ON PRAYER. 


“I AM convinced that every man, who, amidft his ferious 
projects, is apprifed of his dependence on God, as completely as 
that dependence is a fad, will be impelled to pray, and anxious 
to induce his ferious friends to pray, almoft every hour. He 
will as little without it promife himfelf any noble fuccefs, as a 
mariner would expeé to reach a diflant coalt by having his 
fails {pread in a dead ftagnation of the air. _ I afferted it vifion- 
ary to expeét an unufual fuccefs in the human adminiftration 
of religion, unlefs there are unufual omens; now a moft 
emphatical fpirit of prayer would be fuch an omen ; and the 
individual who fhould folemnly determine to try its laft poflible 
efficacy, might probably find himfelf becoming a much more 
prevailing agent in his little fphere. And if the whole, or the 
greater number of the difciples of Chriftianity, were, with an 
earnelt unalterable refolution of each, to combine that Heaven 
fhould not withhold one fingle influence which the very utmoft 
effort of con{piring and perfevering fupplication would obtain, 
it would be the fign that a revolution of the world was at 
hand.” {Fofler’s Effays.) 
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EDINBURGH MISSIONARY 
ETY. 

HE Edinburgh Missionary So- 

ciety was instituted in 1796 ; 

and the first sermon for its benefit 
was preached in St. Andrew’s 
church, Edinburgh, by the late 
Dr. Erskine, one of the chief pro- 
moters of the institution. The 
collections and contributions were 
liberal; and in a very short time 
the society was in a condition to 
undertake foreign missions. ‘* The 
first attempt of the society was on 
the western coast of Africa, to 
which they sent two missionaries 
abcut the end off the year 1797.” 
in the year 1800, they sent out two 
missionaries to the South Sea Isl- 
ands, along with others from the 
London Missionary Soci¢ty. They 
have also established a mission at 
Kingston, Jamaica, which has been 
attended with considerable suc- 
cess. But the most important en- 
terprise of the Edinburgh mission- 


SOCI- 


ary society is the establishment of 


A missionary station at Karass, a 
Tartar village in the Russian em- 
pire, distant about 300 miles from 
the Euxine sea on the one hand, 
and from the Caspian on the other, 
and situated near the source of the 
river Cuban, which separates the 
Russian from the Turkish empire. 


MISSION TO KARASS. 

In a * Circular Letter from the 
Directors of the Edmburgh Mis- 
sionary'Society,” dated Edinburgh, 
18th December, 1802, the direct- 
ors say, “ For several years past, 
our attention has been directed to- 
wards the northern shores of the 
Caspian sea, as a situation pecu- 
liarly fit for the establishment of a 
Christian mission. The more we 
examined the map of the world, 
and considered the moral and reli- 
gious state of its inhabitants, the 
more deeply did this idea impress 
gur minds. Almost in the cei 


i. 
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of the old continent ; on the con 
fines of several of the greatest en 
pires of the world, having Persia 
on the south, Turkey on the west. 
Russia onthe north, and Tartar; 
on the east ; surrounded on ever, 
hand, by numérous tribes of men, 
all sunk inthe deepest ignorance 
and depravity ; some of them, in- 
deed, professedly Christians, tho’ 
altogether strangers to genuine 
Christianity, the rest either Mo- 
hamedans, followers of the Dalai 
Lama, or heathehs of some other 
creed: What a wide field of use- 
fulness here for faithful missiona- 
ries! What an inviting situation 
for scattering some handfuls of 
the corn of he: ven Ard whe 
rich returns miglit, by the blessing 
of God, be expecte et in the conver 
sion and salvation of perishing mil 
ions. Obvious, however, as were 
the advantages of this missionary 
station, difficulties of a formidable, 
nay, apparently insurmountable 
nature, presented themselves to 
accurate observers.” But in the 
face of these difficulties the reso 
lution was formed to attempt th: 
mission. 

“It was a circumstance,” sa 
the directors, “ for which they de- 
sire to be thankful to God, that. 
when they formed this resolution 
the Rev. Henry Brunton, ' yho had 
formerly given proof of 3 prh- 
dence and zeal, as one of the ir mis 
sionaries among the Susoos in A‘ 
rica, and who ny gp Yt proy- 
ed his c: apacity for the acquisition 
of foreign languages, ey c INDO 
ing several tr: «ts in the Susoo fan 
guage, was then not only unem 
ployed, but zealous for hazarding 
his person in such an attempt. The 
society, therefore, committed to 
hitn in conjunction with Mr. Alex: 
ander Paterson, a young man 
whom they had every reason 

hink well, and whom they |! 
been educating for two Years pre- 
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ceding, for missionary labours, the 
execution of this very difficult and 
hazardous work.” 

In April, 1802, these missiona- 
ries sailed from Leith for St. Pe- 
tersburgh, where they arrived ear- 
ly in May. In St. Petersburgh, 
“they received many civilities 
from the persons to whom they 
were recommended ; and although 
for some time they met with many 
discouragements, respecting the 
object of their mission, and almost 
all classes of persons, with whom 
they conversed, represented the 
difficulty and extreme danger of 
fixing their residence in the south- 
ern parts of the Russian empire, 
and still more of attempting to con- 
vert the natives to the Protestant 
faith, insomuch that they almost 
despaired of obtaining liberty, even 
to travel through the empire ; yet 
at length, through the good hand of 
God upon them, their fears were 


' dispelled, the obstructions to their 


progress removed, and their way 
made prosperous. He, in whose 
hands are the hearts of all men, 
unexpectedly raised up for them a 
friend in M. Novassilzoff, a Rus- 
sian nobleman in the confidence of 
the emperor, and a lord of his bed- 
chamber. Through his means 
they obtained not only the permis- 
sion, but the approbation of the 
Russian government. Passports 
were granted therm, with liberty to 
travel through the empire, and set- 
tle in any part of it they chose ; 
post horses were ordered ; private 
Jetters of introduction were given 
them ; and anopen letter was writ- 
ten by M. Novassilzoff,recommend- 
ing them to the protection and kind 
attention of all civil and military 
officers. Thus the difficulty which 
the Society were taught to consid- 
eras the greatest, has not only 
been removed, but a degree of 
public countenance has been given 
to the mission, of whicl. those, who 
were most sanguine in their ex- 
pectations, never entertained the 
most, distant hope. 

“* Encouraged by these tokens of 
the care of Providence, the mis- 
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sionaries proceeded by the way of 
Moscow, Jambow, and Sarepta, tg 
Astrachan ; and performed a jour- 
ney of about 1400 English miles, 
which occupied them nearly two 
months, without accident, or other 
inconvenience beyond what must 
be considered as unavoidable in 
such a journey, through such 
countries. Every where they met 
with kindness. “The magistrates 
of the places through which they 
passed were forward to assist 
them ; and many private individu- 
als received them with hospitality. 

‘* The city of Astrachan appear- 
ing, in some respecis, an unsuitable 
situation, for commencing their 
missionary labours, they left it on 
the 10th of August, proceeding 
south-west, towards the country of 
Georgia. Their,intention was to 
have settled in Te filis, or its neigh- 
bourhood. But here again Provi- 
dence kindly raised up for them a 
protector, counsellor, and guide. 
General Knoring, the governor- 
general of these provinces, dis- 
suaded them, on account of the un- 
settled state of the country, from 
proceeding into Georgia, and di- 
rected them to move towards Cir- 
eassia. They halted, therefore, 
forsome time at Georghi-yersk, 
and then proceeded to Constantine- 
gorod, at the foot of the mountains 
of Caucasus, the governor of 
which, by the general’s orders, fur- 
nished them with a guard, to ena- 

le them with safety to explore the 
surrounding country. At length, 
after some days’ search, they found 
a most eligible spot; and have 
taken up their residence at Karass, 
2 Tartar village, inthe neighbour- 
hood of that fort, inhabited by 
about five hundred souls.” 

The inhabitants of Karass are 
Mchammedans ; and as the vil- 
lage is composed of natives of alt 
the surrounding countries, not less 
than six or seven languages are 
understood in it. 

Messrs. Brunton and Paterson 
have been joined by other mission- 
aries, since sent out by the same 
society. Four sailed from Leith 


in 
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in May, 1805, and arrived at Ka- 
rass in safety about the middle of 
September. These missionaries 
are provided with a printing-press 
and apparatus, and are making 
every arrangement for the publica- 
tion of the Scriptures, and other 
religious books, in the languages 
of the nations and tribes around 
them. 

May the Lord favour their design 
and prosper their work, that ‘the 
wilderness and the solitary place 
may be glad for them, and the de- 
sert rejoice and blossom as the 
rose.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A 
MISSIONARY AT KARASS. 
Karass, Fuly 10, 1805. 
“Our family is now considerably 
incieased. Besides Europeans, it 
consists of nineteen natives, old and 
young, who are all in good health. 
Such of them as are grown up 
have renounced Mohammedanism, 
except an old man whom we ran- 
somed, soon after we first settled in, 
this place, to assist us in our work. 
The children are attentive to our 
instructions, and, upon the whole, 
are very promising. Some of them 
appear to be under serious impres- 
sions, and would on no account go 
to bed without praying te God. 
One of them had been sick and 
thought himself dying. On this 
account, as he afterwards told 
Mr. Brunton, he prayed to God al- 
most a whole day, to pardon his 
sins for Christ’s sake. The young 
man whem we named Davidson, 
who renounced the superstition of 
his countrymen more than a year 
ago, and who has since been firm 
and fearless in the profession of the 
gospel, is soon to be married to 
one of our native women, of whom 
we entertain a very favourable 
opinion. It is proposed that both 
of them shall be publiciy baptiz- 
ed. before they are married; and 
with a view to this, we have taken 
for some time past more than or- 
dinary pains in their instruction. 
*“ We are happy to inform the, 
Directors, that Mr. Paterson is 
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now tolerably healthy, and .Mr. 
Dickson much better than he was. 
We have much cause to be thank- 
ful for all our mercies, and trust 
that we shall by and by have still 
better tidings to send you. From 
various circumstances we begin to 
hope, that our mission and settle- 
ment are in a fair way of flourish- 
ing.” 


ANOTHER EXTRACT. 
Karass, 1st Aug. 1805, 

* Durinc the last month: few 
events of any importance have oc- 
curred. We thank God that the 
family has been in a much better 
state of health than formerly. 

* Abdy, the Mohammedan 
Priest whom we have so often 
mentioned, has given up his charge 
among his countrymen, and has 
engaged to teach our children to 
read and write the country lan- 
guages. The people around us are 
greatly offended at his coming to 
us, and some of them have talked 
of killing him: but though they 
do this, scarcely any of them have 
the courage to reprove him. They 
all seem to stand in awe of him ; 
for although they do not account 
him one of their most learned 
Moulies, or priests, yet they all 
allow him to possess a superior 
degree of eloquence and good 
sense. It is but justice to him to 
mention, that since he came to us 
he has taught the children with the 
greatest diligence ; and though he 
has not yet professed his belief of 
Christianity, he makes no scruple 
of teaching them the catechisms 
which Mr. Bruntot has composed 
for them, and several of the chil- 
dren appearto make considerable 
improvement under him. He has 
written a letter to you,’ which he 
has requested us to forward.” 


Letter from Abdy, the Priest of Ka- 
rass, to the Secretary of the Edin- 
burgh Missionary Socrety. 


( Translated from the Arabic. ) 


“May there be abundance of 
peace, Bnd of every blessing to 


vont é 
we 


— 
ee ae 
= 


ai 
ee ES. = =! = 
ce ae 


et op 


ae 


ee 


| 
“I 
ia 


vou! Are you well and healthy? 


Mav the glorious and true God al- 
ways preserve you in safety! If 
you inguire a little concerning our 
circumstances, I thank God you 
can know that we are well and in 
peace. What I have to say is this : 
last year you sent me a letter, 
with which I was highly pleased ; 
your true friendship has been evi- 
dent, to my advantage; where- 
fore, I write elso to you as a friend. 

With regard to religion too, you 
have forcible words, which re- 
main.iirm in your own mind, and 
if I cannot take hold of them as 
you do, you will perhaps be sur- 
prised. But one day I was in a 
similar condition: before I saw 
your friends, I had not the least 
doubt with regard to our religion, 
but ever since I saw them, I have 

been unable to come to any con- 
clusion with regard to it. ‘A true 
way there is, I believe, for all the 
world search for it; and, accord- 
ing to my opinion, all the world 
would not search for what is unne- 
cessary, and not to be found. A 
prince, who seeks for power, aid- 
ed. by cunning persons around 
him, might pervert the judgment 
of a nation by. violence and deceit 
for their own advantage; but no 
set of persons are able to pervert 
the judgment of the whole world. 

If the whole world agree to search 
for one thing, that thine must ex- 
ist. The necessity of religion, 
every man knows ; vet every ne- 
cessary thing is not aly yvays found : 

some even die for want of food, 
while. others are satisfied. : God 
has given us judgment to search 
for what we need, vet he does not 
always bring what is necessary in 
our way. Were it not for this, I 
should bave a clear knowledge of 
the way to heaven: I know of 
nothing that is more precious than 
re} igion, and surely the religion of 
God is to be found. Coence Pning 
this I have reasoned much ; every 
day I search for what is precious, 
ret Ichave never found one jewel ; 
I have not so much as found the 
riches of this worlds Bu® I wilt 
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not decline to search for the true 
way, which may the gracious 
God himself shew me! I have 
both hope and fear. I have, for 
fifteen years, been both priest and 
magistrate among the people 
about Karass, where my authority 
has been undisputed : vour friends 
say, however, that the Christian 
religion is preferable, but, if it do 
not agree with my own judgment, 
their approbation of it will be of 
no advantage to me: the Moslems 
too, commend their religion, but 
this will not purify my conscience. 
“fT have agreed to teach the 
children of your friends for a, 
sum, which, I am afraid, will be 
too small for my necessities ; but 
I have a few cattle, and if what 
your friends give me be not suffi- 
cient for my wants, I shall not die 
for want of food. I thank God, that 
to this day, I have had to eat and 
drink. In this respect I have 
been comfortable ; and, could I 
find a way that would be of advan- 
tage to me at the last day, 1 would 
not be afraid of the riches of this 


world. ABDY Me.” 


LETTER FROM MR. PINKERTON. 
Karass, Sept. 29, 1805. 

“In the letters which we: sent 
you from Sarepta (the Moravian 
settiement) we informed you of 
the rood state of our health, ane 
the great kindness, which we ex- 
perienced from the people there. 
We set out from Sarepta on tlie 
4th of this month, and arrived sate 
here on Monday the 16th. 

“Our joy on coming here was 
somewhat allayed by finding all 
our friends more or less indis- 
posed with an epidemic disorder, 
which has been raging through 
the whole of this country : but t 
our great comfort they all soon 
got the better of it, except Mrs 
Cairns, who was attacked with it 
more severely than any of thems 
We are now all busy, endeavour- 
ing to put our ivabitation im as 
rood a condition as we can, to de- 
fend ourselves, both against the 
approaching cold weather, and 
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hat we dread as much, the plun- 
jering parties of Tartars who 
averse the country, and carry. off 
yhatever comes within their reach. 
Ve are greatly pleased with what 
pr friends have done. There 
2 in the family nineteen natives, 
ome of whom have made very con- 
iderable progress in religious 
ewledge, and I think that in a 
hort time we shall be warranted 
o gratify their desire by adminis- 
ering to them the holy ordinance 
of baptism. J. T. Davidson isa 
ery sensible young man, and dis- 
overs on every occasion the great- 
st boldness in the profession of 
hristianity. There is another 
ative, a young woman, of whom 
the family think very highly ; 
her Circassian name is Kingy 
han, bat since she came here 
she has got the name of Margaret 
Davidson. She is remarkably 
lever and useful, and on every 
occasion shews the greatest wil- 
ingness to do all she can for the 
omfort and welfare of the fami- 
She was ransomed by Mr. 
Brunton, at her own earnest de- 
sire, and immediately renounced 
Mohammedism, and embraced 
Christianity. Abraham Warrand 
isa fine Jad, and is remarkably 
seful on account of his speaking 
both the Tartar and Kabardian 
anguages, with the greatest fluen- 
y. He is commonly employed by 
our friends as their interpreter, 
when they speak to the Kabar- 
tians, which gives him an oppor- 
unity of knowing what is said to 
hem; and of this privilege he 
seems to have availed himself, as 
e evidently possesses a greater 
degree of knowledge, than could 
have been expected from the time 
he has been at Karass.—The 
young boy, who is named after 
you, ig very promising, and re- 
markably well disposed. He is 
much liked in the family, and he 
Scems to take much pleasure in 
Prayer, and in other religious ex- 
rcises. The people in the village, 
who are bigoted to their super- 
Stition, beyond what I ever could 
No. 7. Vol. IV. Lu 
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have imagined, often try to shake 
his attachment to Chrisiianity. 
They tell him that, if he believe 
what the infidels (for So they call 
us) say to hiin, he will certainiy go 
to hell; but this does not move 
him in the least. He argues 
against them in the best nian- 
ner he can, and when he is at 
a loss for an answer to any thing, 
which they say to him, he comes 
to Mr. Brunton, who furnishes 
him with an answer, and sets his 
mind at ease. He seems deter- 
mined to be a Christian at all 
hazards.” ‘* I have not time for it, 
or I could mention cther children, 
both boys and girls, who are very 
promising.—When they are all 
assembled, and sitting with the 
rest of the family, round the iarge 
room where we meet for worship, 
it is a pleasing and animatin 

sight. When I think on the dif- 
ferent tribes to which they belong, 
the different parents trom whom 
they are sprung, the great dis- 
tances from which some of them 
have come, the remarkable cir- 
cumstances in Providence by 
which they have fallen into our 
hands, and that here they are 
brought together, from the midst 
of heathens and Mohammedans, 
to learn the knowledge of the true 
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, 
through whom, at least some of 
them, I trust, will become heirs 
of God, and joint heirs of Jesus 
Christ:—when I think on these 
things, I feel what I am noi able 
to express. For my part, 1 know 
not where a more pleasa:t sight, 
or a more agreeable fumiily, is to 
be seen. But if I am tilled with 
wonder when I think how these 
young people have been brought 
together, I am equaliy so, when I 
consider whom Providence has 
given them for an instructor. 
Who could have thought that a 
Mohammedan priest was to give 
up his charge among his own peo. 
ple, come and live with us, not. 


withstanding all the danger and 
obloguy to whici ii exposes hum, 
and employ himself diliges:|, in 


teaching 
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teaching the children the principles 
of Christianity. This is wonder- 
ful indeed, and perhaps unprece- 
dented in the history of missions ! 
This encourages us; and will, I 
hope, induce many with you to 
pray mere fervently, that ‘ Zion 
may stretch forth her curtains’ 
over the lands that are groaning 
under the cruel bondage and hor- 
rid superstition of Mohammedan- 
ism, that so they may be deliver- 
ed, enlightened, and blessed with 
the liberty wherewith Jesus Christ 
maketh those free, who truly know 
his name ! 

“Many of the people around 
us begin to perceive the absurdity 
of the doctrines, which they have 
hitherto professed, and would wil- 
lingly come and settle along 
with us ; and not only so, but em- 
brace Christianity, from a persua- 
sion that it is a better religion, 
could we afford them protection 
from their tyrannical chiefs, who 
rule over them with most despotic 
sway. Several of them have 
come and told us so themselves. 
No farther back than yesterday 
there came two men here, who 
had a long conversation with Mr. 
Brunton, and pleaded with him 
earnestly to to the Russian 
General to see if he would afford 
them and their families protection, 
should they come and settle with 
us, which, they said, they wished 
to do, for the express purpose of 
learning the truths of Christianity. 
Nor is it one or two families, but 
many that wish to do this ; and if 
we could give them protection, we 
are persuaded that many would 
soon flock to this place. At the 
same time, as I observed before, 
it must be owned, that great num- 
bers of the people, and especially 
of those about this village, are 
excessively bigoted to their own 
faith, and do not seem to rejoice at 
eur arrival. 

“‘ Of all the places I have seen, 
wince I came to this quarter of the 

ussian empire, I have seen none 


‘that will bear a comparison with 
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Karass. Itis delightfully situatey 
on the side of the Besh-Taw, and 
surrounded with land of the fines; 
quality. There is a_ beautifuj 
plain on the east, about a verst 
from this, extending from the foot 
of the mountains to a considerable 
distance. In the midst of it are 
two Tartar villages. Onthe south 
we have a fine hilly country ; and 
onthe north and west, the moun- 
tains of Caucasus raise their tow. 
ering heads to the clouds. The 
sides of them are coyered with 
excellent hard wood; the beech 
in particular abounds here, and 
grows to a prodigious size.—We 
could not wish to be better situa- 
ted for wood and water: the for. 
mer we have in abundance, about a 
mile and a half off, and the latter 
runs past our door ii a plentiful 
stream that comes down from the 
mountains. Owing to various cir. 
cumstances, we have not yet had it 
in Our power to get any thing done 
about the Iand that is to be assign- 
ed us; but I hope, that we shall. 
be able in our next letter, to give 
you Satisfactory information on this 
head.” 


LETTER FROM MESSRS. MITCH- 
ELL AND PINKERTON. 


Karass, Fan. 31, 1806. 


“Ir is with much satisfaction 
we inform you, that our family at 
present are all in pretty good 
health; and that we have nearly 
finished the printing of the Turk- 
ish Tract, which we mentioned in 
a former letter. It will make 
about forty-eight pages. Before 
we began it, we wished to have 
commenced the printing of a trans- 
lation of the New Testament ir 
the Turkish language; but this 
we were prevented from attempt- 
ing, by finding that it was not in 
our power to procure a sufficient 
quantity of paper, nearer than 
Moscow. 

*‘ It is our unanimous wish, that 
the printing should be carried on 
in a place of as great safety as pos- 

sible. 
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gible. Our printing materials, and 
their carriage, have cost the socie- 
ty a great deal of money; and 
should they sustain any material 
damage, we know not how they 
could be replaced. The state of 
the country 1s still far from bein 
settled. The Kabardians are off 
ten squabbling with the Russians. 
Both the Kabardians and Tartars 
hate Christianity; and we can 
easilytperceive that they are aware 
ef the effects of our printing-press, 
and not a little displeased at us for 
bringing it here. Now, should 
they take it into their heads to 
destroy, or to damage it, they 
might soon defeat our prospects 
of usefulness in this way. We are 
anxious, therefore, to have our 
printing materials removed to a 
place of security as soon as pos- 
sible. 

*‘ We are all of opinion that the 
fort of Constantinegorskie is the 
most proper place for our purpose ; 
and though it is with extreme re- 
luctance we mention any thing that 
will add to the expense of the socie- 
ty, yet the printing of the Scrip- 
tures, and of Religious Tracts, ap- 

ar to us of such essential im- 
portance to the spread of the gos- 
pel in this quarter of the world, 
that we trust the society will endea- 
vour to furnish us with the means 
of erecting a printing-office, and 
small dwelling house at the fort. 
The Governor has been pleased to 

ive us his permission, not only to 

uild such a house as we want, but 
also to enclose as much ground 
about it as will be a garden. Con- 
stantinegorskie lies to the S. W. 
ef Karass, and is about seven versts 
fromit. It is situated on the banks 
of the Kuma; and is little more 
than a verst distant from the cele- 
brated mineral hot wells, which are 
eften visited by the Russian no- 
bility. We think it as healthy as 
Karass ; and it is generally ac- 
counted one of the healthiest situ- 
ations on the lines of Caucasus. 
On this account, and its vicinity to 
the wells, it is resorted to by vale- 
#idinary persons from a great dis- 
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tance. It is besides an excellent 
situation for meeting with the na- 
tives, and giving them tracts, as 
all the Tartars and Kabardians 
going to Georghievsk, and other 
places on the Russian side, must 
come here for passports; and of- 
ten, on different accounts, they are 
detained a considerable time. For 
these reasons, we hope that the 
Society will grant our request, and. 
authorise and enable us to remove 
our printing materials to the fort. 
‘We are happy to mention, 
that the mission at present has a 
very promising appearance ; and 
we trust that the printing, through 
the blessing of God, will contrib- 
ute not a little to promote its pros- 
perity. It is our hearts desire and 
prayer to God that he may give 
success to our endeavours; and 
we hope, that, through his mercy, 
we shall be enabled to exert our- 
selves for his glory, and the good 
of the poor peeple around us, who 
are perishing for lack of knowl- 
edge. Our hearts, we can assure 
you, are as strongly inclined to the 
work as when we left Britain; and 
we trust, that He who gives the 
desire, will not withhold the bless- 
ing. Salute the Society in our 
name ; remember us to our friends, 
and believe us ever, &c. 
J.MircHeny. _ 
R. PINKERTON.” 





LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
Tue Directors have just (July 
1806) received letters from the 
Cape of Good Hope ; one of which, 
from Dr. Vanderkemp, dated Dec. 
8, 1805, statcs, that the prospects 
of our worthy brother and his col- 
league were at this time ve 
gloomy ; and they concluded that 
they should be under the necessity 
of abandoning the country. ‘Our 
frequent applications,” says Dr. 
Vanderkemp, “ to the Governor, 
for permission to return to our 
congregation at Bethelsdorp, or to 
continue our missionary work in 
any other district of the colony, 
er 
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or to undertake any exploratory 
excursion into the countries be- 
yond its limits, have been rejected, 
on account of the outcries*of the 
boors against us, who look upon us 
as Englishmen, and addicted to 
the English interest; and, there- 
fore, of a dangerous influence on 
the ands of the native Heathen! 
1 hope we are willing to follow the 
Lamb, wherever it shall please 
him to conduct us ;° but, at pres- 
ent, our attention is fixed on Mad- 
agascar, and the coast of Mozam- 
bique : but, our constant wish is 
to revisit our dear and blessed 
Bethelisdorp, whenever the obsta- 
cles which Satan now throws in 
the way may be removed.” 

Such also is the language of our 
valuable brother Read, in refer- 
ence to the same period: “ By for- 
mer dispatches, you will have 
heard of our distressing circum- 
stances, in being separated from 
our dear congregation at Bethels: 
dorp. Our faith, and that of our 
dear people, has been tried; so 
that, indeed, no hope remained of 
our ever seeing them again ; for 
the storm became heavier and 
heavier, not only over us, but over 
the whole missionary work in 
this country.” 

Such was the state of things in 
Africa when, in the course of that 
Divine Providence, which often 
renders the political movements 
of nations subservient to the inter- 
ests of the Cross, the British fleet, 
consisting of nearly sixty sail of 
vessels in all, appeared on the 
coast. The English army landed 
Jan. 4, 1806; and after a sharp en- 
gagement with the Dutch troops 
on the &h, were, on the 10th, in 
possession of CapeTown, where the 
British colours were hoisted. On 
the 13th, Sir David Baird sent for 
Dr. Vanderkemp, to consult with 
him how to dispose of the Hotten- 
tot prisoners of war. Such was the 
estimation in which the character 
of this venerable Missionary was 
held by the British Commander! 

The Docter’s letter bears date 
January 13; in which he says, 
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** To-morrow we hope to find ag 
opportunity of recommending our 
missionary cause to his (the Gov- 
ernor’s) protection. We have lit- 
tle doubt ofhis permitting us to re- 
turn to out dear Bethelsdorp qs soon 
as tranquillity shall be restored in 
that country! Our hearts,” he 
adds, “ are full of joy ; may they 
also be full of thankfulness, and 
our lips of praise ! Our confidence 
not turned from the Lord, to trust 
in external appearances, and in the 
favour of men; but continue im- 
moveable in him, in prosperity as 
well as in adversity !” 

The Doctor adds, that their in- 
timate friend Van Ryneveld, was 
appointed by the Governor to 4 
situation ef consequence : and 
from that gentleman’s well known 
attachment to the missionary 
cause, they had reason to expect 
support and assistance. 

Mr. Read mentions, with con- 
cern, his having been obliged te 
draw on the Society for a consid- 
erable sum, every article being so 
extravagantly dear at the Cape 
** A single yard of cloth,” he says, 
**is eighty English shillings, and 
a pair of coarse stockings 20s. and 
so every thing else. I hope the 
Lord will deliver us!” He as- 
signs as his reason for leaving 
Bethelsdorp and coming to the 
Cape, that his permission to re- 
main at the settlement was only 
tillthe Dutch Missionaries (now 
there) arrived ; and that such ac- 
cusations were brought against 
Dr. Vanderkemp, that he felt it 
his duty to appear there, to prove 
their abominable falsehood. “* We 
have enjoyed,” he adds, “ much 
sweetness from Christ together in 
our sufferings, and we hope to 
share inthe joy. Neither should 
I have any restif absent from him, 
as his years increase, and his in- 
firmities do not lessen.” 

“‘ The friends of the Missionary 
Society will, we doubt not, derive 
from these communications abun- 
dant matter of pleasure and praise. 
The interposition of Providence in 
favour of the mission at a time 
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when various parties of men united 
in the oppression of the cause, and 
the translation of power into the 
hands of a British, a free, a gener- 
ous government, which, we trust, 

ill defend and promote the evan- 
gelical instruction of the Heathen, 
are evepts which demand the grate- 
ful acKnowledgment of every 
Christian heart.” 










MR. KICHERER. 

In the month of Nov. 1805, 
Mr. Kicherer received a letter 
from Governor Janssens, request- 
ing him to come to Cape Town, 
and officiate as a regular minister 
in one of the vacant churches of 
its vicinity. When Mr. Kiche- 
rer arrived there in February last, 
he found it in the possession of the 
Erglish. He had a conversation, 
however, with the late Governor, 
and with Mr. Ryneveld, who intro- 
duced him to Sir James Baird, 
who approved of the proposed 
measure ; and requested Mr. Ki- 
cherer to choose which of the va- 
cant livings he pleased. Mr, Ki- 
eherer, however, declined the 
choice, and left it entirely to his 
excellency. Onwhich Graff Rei- 
net was fixed upon, as being the 
nearest to the station at Zak Riv- 
er; and it was accepted by Mr. 
Kicherer, on the condition of his 
continuing still a missionary of the 
society in London, and the head of 
the mission at Zak river. 





OTAHEITE. 

A letter from the Society of 
Missionaries at Otaheite, dated 
July 29, 1805, together with their 
Journal from December 1804 to 
the above day, have just arrived 
by the ship Alexander (a whaler) 
Mr. R. Rhodes, master. 

Two English vessels had touch- 
ed at the island since the date of 
fheir last letter, December 12, 
1804 ; but neither of them intend- 
ing to call there, had brought any 
communications from England. 

In reference to their great and 
arduous work, they say (alluding 
tg their Journal) *‘ We are sorry 


Mr. Kicherer....Otaheite. 
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to say that you will meet with 
nothing in it respecting the grand 
object of our Mission, more en- 
couraging than what we have hith- 
erto been able to make known ta 
vou. Instructions continue to be 
given to the inhabitants of the land 
in the things of God, but appar- 
ently none savingly profit by them ; 
so that as we at first found them, 
they seem to remain, gross idola- 
ters, enemies to God by wicked 
works, without God, without Christ, 
and without hope: yet it must be 
confessed, that very many of them 
have a considerable, though un- 
sanctified, knowledge of the doc- 
trines of Christianity.” 

From the general strain of their 
letter, it appears ™that the want 
of success, and the want Of socie- 
ty, with their long continug¢d dis- 
appointment in not receiving sup- 
plies and letters from England, 
have concurred to render them 
uncomfortable ; so that some of 
them have entertained serious 
thoughts of leaving the island, 
Mr. Jefferson, we are sorry to hear, 
has but a very indifferent state of 
health; and was about to return 
to England in the Alexander, but 
seems to have been deterred from 
that step by the great expense, 
It seems probable, however, that 
he may retire, when opportunity 
offers, to Port Jackson ; and con- 
tinue there, or return to his native 
country, as circumstances may di- 
rect. 

The political state of the island 
continues as it was. Peace is en- 
joved; but the natives discover a 
violent propensity to procure im- 
plements of war; and will part 
with property equal to 301. or 40! 
for a musket which is not worth 
more than 10s. Another of Pom- 
arre’s family is dead. Both the 
King and the Queen are in bad 
health. The Missionaries have 
sent a agreat/curiosity : A short 
letter to the Directors, written by the 
King’s ownhand. He applies him- 
self much to the attainment of the 
English language ; in which he is 
likely, if he lives a few years, to 

make 
















































ee Sr 
—— 













‘278 


See Ss ee 
- : ‘ 


make a tolerable proficiency ; but 
his subjects have not as yet dis- 
covered the same laudable dispo- 
sition. 

We are glad to find, that when 
Mr. Jefferson was expected to 
Yeave the island, the King and his 
family expressed much sorrow ; 
and also signified their wish that 
More missionaries, men, women, 
and children, might be sent to 
their country. Otoo (who seems 
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to have changed his name fo 
Pomarre) also desired that pens, 
ink, paper, pen-Kknives, a writing- 
desk, a table, and a chair, might 
be sent to him from England. 

The Missionaries, it appears, 
have had an opportunity~of oir 
chasing a bull; for which they 
gave 201. and of procuriff® various 
necessaries for their own use ; for 
the payment of which they have 
drawn on the Society for 841. 8s. 

Lon, Evan. Mag. 
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A Sermon delivered before the 
Hampshire Missionary Society, at 
their annual meeting at Northamp- 
ton, Aug. 28, 1806. By Jonathan 
L. Pomeroy of Worthington. 
Northampton. W. Butler. 

A Discourse before the Society 
for propagating the gospel among 
the Indians and others in North 
America, delivered Nov. 6, 1806. 
By Thomas Barnard, D. D. min- 
ister of the NorthChurch in Salem. 
Charlestown. S. Etheridge. 

Sacred Classics, containing the 
following works: 1. Hervey’s 
Meditations. 2. Evidences of the 
Christian religion, by the right 
Hon. Joseph Addison. To which 
are added, Discourses against 
atheism and infidelity, with a pre- 
face ; containing the sentiments of 
Mr. Boyle, Mr. Locke, and Sir 
Isaac Newton, concerning the gos 

1 revelation. 3. The death of 
Abel, in 5 books, translated from 
the German of Mr. Gesner, by 
Mrs. Colver. To which is pr fix. 
ed, the life of the author. 4. De- 
vout exercises of the Heart, in 
meditation and soliloquy, prayer 
and praise, by the late pious and 


ingenious Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe, 


revised and published at her re- 
quest, by I. Watts, D.D. Friend- 
ship in Death, in letters from the 
dead to the living: to which are 
added, Letters moral and entcr- 
taining, in prose and verse, by 


“Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe. Refiee- 


tions on Death, by Wm. Dodé, 
LL.D. with the life of the au- 
thor. The Centaur, not fabulous, 
in six letters to a friend, on the 
life in vogue: by Dr. Young: 

with the life of the author. The 
Pilgrim’s Progress. Blackmore 
on Creation. The above works 
are in imitation of Cooke’s edition 
of the Sacred Classics, embellish- 
ed with elegant engravings. Price 
$1 per volume, neatly bound. 
New York. J.& T. Ronalds. — 

Charity recommended from the 
Social State of Man. A discourse 
delivered before the Salem Female 
Charitable Society, Sept. 17, 1806. 
By the Rev. John Prince, LL. D. 
Salem. Joshua Cushing. 

The Duty and Character of a 
Gospel Bishop illustrated. A Ser- 
mon preached, Oct. 30, 1803, at 
the ordination of the Rev. William 
B. Wesson, to the pastoral office 
over the church and society in 
Hardwich. By Joseph Lee, A.M. 
pastor of the church in Royalston. 
Northampton. Wright. 

The Clergyman’s Companion, 
containing the official offices of the 
Protestant Episcopal church, used 
by the clergy of the said church 
in their parochial rites. To which 
are added Exiracts from the writ- 
ings of distinguished divines on the 
qualifications and duties of the 
clerical office. New York. Pe- 
ter A. Mesier. 

A Sermon, preached at the 
erdinatiox 
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erdination of the Rev. Nathan 
Waldo, A. B. at Williamstown, 
Vt. Feb. 26, 1806. By Elijah 
Parish, A.M. Pastor of the church 
in Byefield, Mass. Hanover, N.H. 
Moses Davis. 

A Sermon, preached at the meet- 
inghouse in the vicinity of Dart- 
mouth College, on the Sabbath 
preceding Commencement, 1806 ; 
and published at the request of 
the inhabitants and students. By 
Elijah Parish, A. M. Hanover. 
Moses Davis. 

Free Communion of all Chris- 
fians at the Lord’s table ;_ illus- 
trated and defended in a Dis- 
eourse. To which is added a 
short specimen of the proceedings 
of the Baptist church and council, 
in their labour with, and withdraw- 
ing fellowship from, the author. 
By Elder Simeon Snow, late Elder 
of a Baptist church in Guilford. 
Greenfield. Denio. 

- Strictures on Seven Sermons, 
with an Appendix. By Rev. Dan- 
el Merrill, of Sedgwick, Me. on 
the Mode and Subjects of Baptism. 
Fn twelve Sections. By Joseph 


Ordinations. 
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Field, A.M. Pastor of the church 
in Charlemont. Northampton. 
Pomroy. 1806. pp. 88. ' 

An Historical View of Heresies, 
and Vindication of the Primitive 
Faith. By Asa M’Farland, A.M. 
minister of the gospel in Concord, 
N.H. Concord, N. H. George 
Hough. 

A Sermon delivered at Hart- 
ford, (Con.) at the Funeral of John 
M’Curdy Strong, son of the Rev. 
Nathan Strong, D.D. who was 
drowned in Connecticut river, on 
the evening of Sept. 16, 1806. By 
Abel Flint. Hartford. Lincoln 
& Gleason. 

Scott’s Family Bible, vols. 1, 
2,3. Price to subscribers 6 dols. 
per vol. Philadelphia. W.W. 
Woodward. These vols. complete 
the Old Testament. The fourth 
and last volume, which contains the 
New Testament, is expected to be 
out in the spring. 

An American Primer, including 
the Westminster Assembly’s Shor- 
ter Catechism, divided in forty six 
lessons, with contents, notes, and 


hymns. Salem. Joshua Cushing: 
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Orvainep at Philadelphia, 
Rev. JosepH Suaw, Pastor of the 
Associated Church, Walnut street. 

Installed Oct. 1, Rev. Joun 
Dutron, over the 3d Church and 
Society in North Yarmouth. Intro- 
ductory prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Smith of Turner ; sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Lyman of Bath, Ezek. 
Ki. 17 ; consecrating prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Gillet of Hallowell ; 
eharge by the Rev. Mr. Moseley 
ef New Gloucester ; right hand of 
fellowship by Rev. Mr. Weston of 
Grey; concluding prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Ward of New Milford. 

Installed over the second church 
and society in North Yarmouth, 
lately vacated by the removal of 
the Rev. Mr. Anderson, the Rev. 
Amasa Smith, lately dismissed 
from Turner. Sermon by his 


brother, the Rey. John Smith ¢f 
Salem, N.H. Acts xx. 24. 

Ordained at Reading, in Rey. 
Mr. Sanborn’s meeting-house, 3¢ 
inst. Rev. AMos PETTrinGILL, of 
Salem, N.H.tothe work of an E- 
vangelist. Introductory prayer, by 
Rey. Reuben Emerson of Reading; 
sermon, by Rev. John Smith of 
Salem, N.H.; consecrating prayer, 
by Rey. Samuel Worcester, of Sa- 
lem; charge by the Rev. Paul 
Litchfield of Carlisle ; right hand 
of fellowship by Rev. Peter San- 
born of Reading; concluding 
prayer, by Rev. John H. Stevens 
of Stoneham. 

(CP Mr. Pettingul is since gone to 
the new settlements, in the wes- 
tern country, in the service of the 
Massachusetts Missionary Society. 
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28e Dedications....Obituary..«. Poetry. 
Dedications. 


Nov. 20. The new brick meet- 
ing-house in Danvers, upper par- 
ish, was solemnly dedicated. A 
very appropriate and impressive 
sermon was given on the occasion 
by the pastor of the church, the 
Rev. Mr. Wadsworth; from 2 
Chron. vil. 15, 16. Now mine eyes 
shai! be open, and mine ears attent 
unto the prayer that is made tm 
this place For now have I chosen 
and sanctified this house, that my 
name may be there forever: and 
mine eyes and mine heart shall be 
there perpetually. 
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The auspicious circumstances of 
the occasion, very happily con- 
trasted by the preacher with the 
affecting sadness of the scene, wit- 
nessed by the society about a year 
before, when their former house, 
on the same spot, was sacrile- 
giously robbed of its church plate, 
and laid in ashes, awaken@d a ve 
lively sensibility, and gave a high 
interest to the solemnities of the 
day. 

Nov. 27, was. dedicated the 
elegant new meeting-house in Bos- 
ton; Rev. Mr. Lowell’s Society. 


Obituary. 


Drep, at Sharon, Conn. Rev. 
Cetton Mather Smith, aged 76, in 
the 52d year of his ministry. 


At Windham, Conn. Rev. Cor- 
nelius Adams. 


At Clinton, Upper Canada, Rev. 


> 


Mr. Covell, wiaile on a mission ts 
the Indians. 

At Middleboro’, Rev. Isaac 
Backus. 

At Salem, 4th inst. Mrs. Mary 
Prince, consort of the Rev. Dr. 
John Prince. » 
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Q@N THE DEATH OF A LOVELY CHILD, MARCA, 180% 


PHILANDER’s gone, the dear distressed babe ! 
Gone, has he not? to his kind Saviour God. 


His soul has fled ; but his pale lifeless clay 
Slumbers in death beneath the frozen sod. 


But what is death, we so unjustly blame ? 

Mark well ; tis Heaven’s command to breathing dust 
To cease its vital functions, and return 

To earth’s cold lap ; sweet stumber to the just. 


Then dry your tears, nor let them flow in vain ; 
"Tis wisdom’s band which shakes affliction’s rod 3. 
And ’tis vour heavenly Fatheér’s holy will 
That you submit, and lean upon your GOD. 


To purchase life for such dear mfant babes, 
Immanuel groan’d, and agoniz’d, and died ; 

The blood, which cleanses their polluted souls, 
Flow’d from thé dving Saviour’s wounded side. 


O boundless grace ! O most amazing love! 
Adore that God, who lays your comforts low ; 
Nor let one rebel thought against him rise, 
But give him back what he did once bestow. 
Prepare, dear friend, prepare to meet thy judge, 
And join the blest in realms ethereal bright : 
Let pure devotion waft you from this world, 
Ere you shall close your eyes in death’s dark night. 


NARCISSA. 
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